
2017 Wood Innovations Funding Opportunity 
Evaluation Criteria Descriptions (100 Total Points) 
 
1. Alignment with Goals and Intent of Request for Proposals (20 points total) 

a. Extent the proposal goals and objectives align with the following goals of the Wood 
Innovations Program: (10 points) 
i. Reduce hazardous fuels and improve forest health on National Forest System and 

other forest lands. 
ii. Reduce costs of forest management on all land types. 

iii. Promote economic and environmental health of communities. 

b. Extent the proposal goals and objectives align with the intent of the grant category (10 
points) 
i. Category 1: Wood Energy 

1. Stimulate, expand, or support wood energy markets that depend on forest 
residues or forest byproducts generated from all land types. 

2. Complete requirements, such as engineering designs, cost analyses, and 
permitting, necessary in the later stages of wood energy project development to 
secure financing. 
a. Projects in early project scoping or planning that need preliminary analyses, 

pre-feasibility assessments, or other assistance that is typical in the early 
phases of project development will not be competitive. Proposals 
incorporating technologies that are not commercially proven will not be 
competitive. 

b. Proposals that generate immediate and measurable on-the-ground results or 
stimulate immediate adoption of wood energy will be most competitive. 

c. Preference will be given to proposals that: 
i. Utilize existing infrastructure, such as existing manufacturing facilities. 

ii. Make use of wood generated from National Forest System and other forest 
lands with high wildfire risk. 

iii. Bundle or address multiple wood energy projects. 

ii. Category 2: Wood Products 
1. Promote markets that create or expand the demand for non-energy based wood 

products. 
a. Demonstration projects and applied research will be considered. 
b. No basic research projects will be considered. 
c. Preference will be given to proposals that: 

i. Utilize existing infrastructure, such as existing manufacturing facilities. 
ii. Support commercial building markets or other markets that use innovative 

wood products. 

  



2. Program of Work & Technical Approach (30 points total) 
a. Extent the proposal adequately addresses the following: (20 points) 

i. Activities to be accomplished 
ii. Methods to accomplish goals and objectives 

iii. Work plan 
iv. How progress will be measured 
v. Any industry involvement 

vi. Communication and outreach activities 

b. Are the methods and technical approach to accomplish the project goals and objectives 
clear and reasonable? (5 points) 

c. Is the timeline and budget realistic and reasonable for the projected work, anticipated 
outcomes, deliverables, and desired results? (5 points) 
i. Adequate description of progress reporting and final reporting information as well as 

contact information for the person(s) responsible for reporting. 

3. Project Impact (30 points total) 
a. Are projected impacts reasonable, clear, and based off reliable data? (10 points) 
b. To what extent will this project have a greater influence or impact on the wood energy 

or wood products markets? (20 points) 
i. To what extent will the proposal substantially expand the wood energy or wood 

products markets? 
ii. For Category 1, to what extent will the proposal promote clusters/bundles or multiple 

wood energy projects? 
iii. To what extent will the proposal use wood from National Forest System and other 

forest lands with high wildfire risk? 

4. Qualifications of Staff, Organization, and Partners (20 points total) 
a. Does the proposal have a team (applicant and partners) with the appropriate 

combination of qualifications, capabilities, certifications, and experience to accomplish 
the proposed project? (20 points) 
i. Any lack of subject matter expert(s) or experience(s) on the team? 

ii. Do they have experience on related projects? 
iii. If the applicant and/or partners have been involved in prior Forest Service projects, 

have the results been acceptable? 
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