
CHESAPEAKE BAY WATERSHED
The Chesapeake Bay is the nation’s largest estuary
and one of the most productive ecosystems in the
world. In the late 20th century the health of the
Bay and its living resources declined markedly due
to increased pollution from land clearing and
urban sprawl, inadequate wastewater treatment,
air pollution, and agricultural practices. Restoring
the Bay is a national priority. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF FORESTS
Forests in the Chesapeake Bay watershed provide
numerous benefits to the Bay and its citizens:

• Produce clean water by filtering pollution from
runoff and rainfall;

• Protect drinking water supplies;

• Serve as buffers for streams, lakes, wetlands,
and the Bay;

• Provide habitat for wildlife;

• Supply food and cover for fish; 

• Improve the quality of life in communities; and

• Contribute to the region’s economy.

FOREST LOSS
Each day, the Chesapeake Bay watershed loses
more than 100 acres of forestland, reducing the
land’s ability to naturally store and filter water
before it flows into local rivers and the Bay. About
95 percent of the Bay’s 41-million-acre watershed
was once forested. Centuries of residential and
agricultural expansion have reduced forests to
only 58 percent of the watershed. Every acre of
forest that is lost means increased potential 
pollution to the Bay.

Forests are the best land use for protecting the
quality of water flowing into the Chesapeake Bay.
Restoring and conserving forests are critical to 
sustaining the Bay’s ecosystem in the future. The
Watershed Forestry Program builds partnerships,
evaluates forest issues, develops solutions, informs
landowners, citizens, and decision makers, and
conducts on the ground  projects.

COLLABORATION
Partners in The Chesapeake Bay Watershed Forestry
Program work together to restore the health of the
Chesapeake Bay through restoration, conservation,
and stewardship of trees and forests.

For more information contact:
USDA Forest Service at the
Chesapeake Bay Program
410 Severn Avenue, Suite 109
Annapolis, MD 21403
1-800-YOUR-BAY
www.chesapeakebay.net
OR Your State Forester
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Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry
11 Campus Blvd., Ste. 200
Newtown Square, PA 19073
www.na.fed.us

District of Columbia Urban Forestry Administration
2000 14th Street, NW, 6th Floor
Washington, DC 20009
www.ddot.dc.gov/ufa/site/default.asp

Virginia Department of Forestry
900 Natural Resources Drive, Ste 800
Charlottesville, VA 22903
www.dof.virginia.gov

Maryland DNR Forest Service
580 Taylor Avenue
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
www.dnr.state.md.us/forests

Pennsylvania DCNR Bureau of Forestry
P.O. Box 8552
Harrisburg, PA 17105
www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry
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SUSTAIN CONTIGUOUS FORESTS
With more than 15 million residents in the watershed,
development still consumes forestland. Nearly one-half
of the Chesapeake’s forests have been lost, and
remaining forests are continually fragmented into
smaller patches. Forest cover and especially larger,
connected areas of forest can be crucial to improving
watershed health, providing ample fish and wildlife
habitat, and enabling important ecosystem functions.
Forested areas also play a significant role in the
region’s rural economy, providing wood products 
and recreational opportunities.

The Watershed Forestry Program works to assess, plan
for, and encourage the retention of forest land and to
promote the sustainable management of forests. 

RESTORE RIPARIAN FORESTS
Streams are the “circulatory system” of the Bay water-
shed. Forests lining streams, rivers, and shorelines are
critical to the health of the Bay. These riparian forest
buffers serve as the Chesapeake’s last line of defense
protecting water quality by filtering pollutants before
they reach a stream, river or the Bay itself. Buffers also
enrich the health of fish and aquatic habitats.

The Watershed Forestry Program has led the
Chesapeake Bay Program—and the nation—in setting
aggressive goals to conserve and restore riparian forest
buffers and in supporting buffer restoration. The
long-term goal is to restore and sustain forests along
at least 70 percent of all streams and shorelines.

ENHANCE URBAN FORESTS
Because the majority of residents in the
Chesapeake Bay watershed live in urban and 
suburban areas, restoring the health of urban
environments is vital to the Bay and citizens’ quality
of life. Urban trees connect us to nature, add to
the beauty and livability of our cities, and help to
sustain communities and support smart growth.
Healthy urban trees and forests can also play a
unique role in reducing stormwater runoff,
improving water quality, reducing energy use, 
and improving air quality. 

The Watershed Forestry Program helps communities
assess the condition of their urban forests, develop
strategies for improving urban tree canopy, plant
trees, and complete enhancement projects. 
The innovative use of plants in stormwater 
management is also a focus.

Chesapeake Bay Watershed Forestry Actions
BUILD PARTNERSHIPS
Since 80 percent of the Chesapeake Bay’s forests are
privately owned, collaboration among government
agencies and private organizations is critical to the
success of conservation and restoration efforts.

The Watershed Forestry Program works closely with
partners to develop, finance, and carry out conser-
vation and restoration projects.

INFORMATION AND OUTREACH
Connecting local government officials, natural
resource professionals, conservation groups, and
landowners with science and practical information
leads to better decisions about protection, manage-
ment, and restoration of forest lands. As the 
primary stewards of our forests, these stakeholders
hold the key to protecting the quality of forests
throughout the watershed.

The Watershed Forestry Program also supports 
activities that engage a diversity of audiences in
meaningful educational experiences. The result is
increased appreciation of the value of forests and
the need to care for the land and water.


