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Introduction 
The Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) preserves, protects, enhances, and restores 
Maryland’s natural resources. The Maryland DNR Forest Service is the State agency responsible for the 
management and protection of the State's urban forestry resources. The group within the Maryland Forest 
Service with direct oversight of these resources is the Urban and Community Forestry (U&CF) Program. 
 
The U&CF Program protects existing trees and forests by implementing and enforcing laws, licensing 
individuals that perform tree care work, and training local government employees about tree care. The 
program reaches out to citizens through tree planting opportunities and the Maryland Urban and 
Community Forest Committee. The program recognizes counties, towns, and other groups for involvement 
in the care and planting of trees within their jurisdictions. The U&CF Program supports five full-time 
equivalent employees, and numerous other field staff members perform U&CF duties on a part-time or as-
needed basis. 

Key Accomplishments 
Urban Tree Canopy (UTC) Initiative 
Objective: Increase tree canopy in urban areas.  
The UTC Initiative continues to be an overarching program for the Maryland Forest Service Urban and 
Community Forestry Program. The Initiative is a component of the Maryland Commission on Climate 
Change as Action Plan #16, “Managing Urban Trees & Forests for Greenhouse Gas Benefits” (AFW-2), as 
well as a goal of the Chesapeake Executive Council Riparian Forest Buffer Directive No. 03-01, which 
states, “Establish urban tree canopy goals for 50 percent (74 communities) of the area developed primarily 
before stormwater management regulations (pre-1984) by 2020.”  

In order to achieve these goals, the Maryland Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry Program staff 
assists local governments, other State agencies, and homeowner associations through technical assistance 
with tree protection during development and mitigation plantings, urban tree canopy assessments and 
developing implementation plans, developing and updating forest conservation ordinances, hazard tree 
evaluations, specimen tree care, and other forestry issues. This is in addition to implementing Maryland’s 
Urban and Community Forestry volunteer and regulatory programs. The volunteer programs include 
TreeMendous Maryland, which assists towns, schools, and homeowners associations with tree plantings; 
and Marylanders Plant Trees, which enables homeowners to utilize a $25 coupon to reduce the cost of a 
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$50 or more native tree purchased at participating nurseries. To date, 61,389 trees have been purchased by 
homeowners. The regulatory programs and their accomplishments include: 

Program Purpose FY2011 Accomplishment 
Maryland Forest Conservation Act Protects trees during land 

development 
Placed 4,578 acres of forest in 
conservation easements 

Reforestation Law Mitigates for forest cleared 
during highway construction 

Planted 60 acres 

Roadside Tree Law Oversees the care of trees 
located within the road right-of-
way 

Issued 735 individual roadside 
tree permits 

Maryland Forest Service Oversees the licensing of Tree 
Care Experts 

Tree Care Experts currently 
number 1,200 statewide 

 
 
Additional information about urban tree canopy benefits and goal setting in Maryland can be found at 
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/forests/programs/urban/urbantreecanopygoals.asp. 
 
The Maryland Urban and Community Forest Committee (MUCFC) was recently recognized by a State of 
Maryland Resolution for 20 years of protecting and enhancing the sustainability of Maryland’s 
communities and ecosystem. The committee plays multiple roles in the UTC Initiative. One role is 
awarding small grants to communities for various tree-related projects, which range from community 
stream buffer plantings to creating “Water Me” tree tags to planting street trees. The MUCFC also 
performs another important role by providing outreach through three recognition programs:  
 
· The Maryland PLANT (People Loving and Nurturing Trees) Award, which recognizes communities 

that cannot participate in the Arbor Day Foundation’s Tree City USA Program, recognized 94 
communities in 2010.  

· The Maryland Champion Tree Program locates and recognizes Maryland’s big trees by county. 
· The MUCFC has re-established the Maryland Arbor Day poster 

contest for 5th grade students statewide (see poster lower right).  

Statistical Highlights 
Volunteer Assistance Generated (hours): 72,614 
Number of Tree City USA Communities: 34 
Number of Tree Campus USA Colleges: 1 
Managing and Developing Communities: 383 
Population of Participating Communities: 4,660,219 
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