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Introduction 
Within the government of the District of Columbia, the Urban Forestry Administration (UFA) is one of 
five administrations in the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) and is primarily responsible for 
planting, pruning, removing, and maintaining the health of the District of Columbia’s street tree canopy. 
Additional programs expand tree canopy and green space on District property and support green collar 
workforce development. Efforts are currently focused on ensuring that the District’s street trees are 
managed throughout their life cycle, including expanding the maintenance of young trees, maximizing 
mature tree health, monitoring for invasive pests and disease, and building the infrastructure to utilize 
urban wood waste.  

Key Accomplishments 
Urban Forest Banner Project 
A series of 100 street banners that were designed by local artists and depict visual statements about urban 
forestry have been installed on prominent city light poles throughout high-traffic areas of downtown 
Washington, DC. The banners are part of the Urban Forest Project, a unique environmental, public art, 
and educational initiative that has been presented in the cities of Albuquerque, Baltimore, Denver, New 
York, Portland, San Francisco, Tacoma, Toledo, and Washington, DC. 
 
After the initial installation, the banners will be moved to numerous neighborhoods for District citizens to 
enjoy. Once the banners come down, they will be recycled into unique products designed exclusively for 
the project. Sales of the products will benefit local tree planting efforts. This project has been presented in 
Washington, DC, by the District Department of Transportation in collaboration with the Corcoran College 
of Art and Design, AIGA DC (the professional association for design), and the Downtown DC Business 
Improvement District. For more information and to view all the banners, please visit http://ufp-dc.com.  
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Urban Canopy Expansion on District Property 
UFA completed the implementation phase of a 2008 Redesign grant from the Northeastern Area State and 
Private Forestry unit of the U.S. Forest Service. The first phase focused on assessing open areas within 
the District to expand canopy and the second focused on planting tree species not commonly used in 
streetscapes in several of those locations. In total, 616 trees were planted at the base of Frederick 
Douglass Bridge (Ward 8), St. Elizabeth’s Hospital (Ward 8), DC General Hospital (Ward 6), Ballou 
Senior High School (Ward 8), University of the District of Columbia’s Van Ness campus (Ward 3), the 
Community College of DC’s Patricia Harris campus (Ward 8), and a DDOT triangle park (Ward 6).  
 
Green Grant / Community Projects 
· For the September 11, 2011, National Day of Service, UFA helped the Penn Branch Citizens-Civic 

Association revitalize the Penn Branch Gateway Memorial Grove. This park was built in Ward 7 to 
memorialize local victims who lost their lives during the attacks against Washington, DC, and New 
York City on September 11, 2001. Through the U.S. Forest Service’s Living Memorials Project, both 
the TKF Foundation and the District Department of Transportation provided initial funding in 2003 to 
turn the underutilized triangle at the intersection of O Street, SE and Carpenter Street, SE into a 
natural sanctuary space amidst Washington, DC’s bustling urban environment. The park adjacent to 
Pennsylvania Avenue provides a place for quiet reflection with meandering pathways, a bench, 
simple signage, a variety of tree and plant materials, and a public journal for visitors to write their 
thoughts. 
 
In 2011, UFA provided materials, equipment, and staff to help neighborhood volunteers improve the 
vegetation in the park, restore the pathways with fresh stones, remove weeds, and remulch the plant 
beds. The efforts were undertaken in preparation for a Gateway Memorial Grove rededication 
ceremony that took place on the 10th anniversary of the event. Seventy-one people attended the 
ceremony to honor, in part, local residents who lost their lives on 9/11 and are memorialized by the 
park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
· On Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, UFA planted 12 trees as part of a broader day of community service 

through which the Sierra Club’s Environmental Justice Office organized approximately 100 
volunteers to clean and improve Pope Branch Park and its surroundings in the District of Columbia’s 
Ward 7.  

· In collaboration with the U.S. Forest Service’s Conservation Education Program and Project Learning 
Tree, UFA provided materials and technical support for tree maintenance projects at Paul Middle 
School and McKinley Technology High School.  

· UFA helped the Earth Conservation Corps, an Anacostia River watershed nonprofit organization, 
plant and maintain dozens of trees throughout the city as part of its training program for 17- to 24-
year-old corps members. 



Arbor Day 
UFA held two Arbor Day celebrations in 2011. The first was at Simon Elementary School where 10 trees 
were planted on campus amidst forestry games, educational programs, exhibits of urban forestry 
equipment, and up-close experiences with large predatory birds being sheltered by the Earth Conservation 
Corps. The second event was held at Thompson Elementary School where vegetation and trees were 
planted around the school and on the roof to help create a usable outdoor classroom at the school’s very 
urban campus. 
  
High School Urban Forestry Science Projects 
UFA worked with high school students at the Washington Math, Science and Technology Public Charter 
School to design and conduct research projects related to ecological, economic, psychological, and social 
aspects of urban forestry. Exemplary projects were submitted for consideration in the Intel International 
Science and Engineering Fair. 
 
Other Forest Service-Funded Projects 
 
Urban Exotic Pest Detection Program 
UFA partnered with Forest Health Protection staff from Morgantown, WV, to develop an urban pest 
detection program in Washington, DC. The goal is to examine and evaluate the feasibility and cost of 
utilizing dead or dying urban street trees to detect exotic wood-boring pests. UFA placed potentially 
infested wood samples acquired during street tree removals in 30 tubes and insect traps installed in a head 
house attached to Coolidge High School in Ward 4. UFA outreach staff members have also worked to 
integrate the facility into the summer youth jobs program and school curricula.  
 
Mayor’s Summer Youth Employment Program, Green Zone Environment Program 
Working with our municipal partners at the District Department of the Environment, UFA served as a 
financial and technical sponsor of the Green Zone Environment Program within the Mayor’s Summer 
Youth Employment Program. UFA’s ARRA-funded portion provided an opportunity for District youth to 
get substantive green-collar work experience as well as general job readiness training while having a 
positive impact on maintaining the District’s urban forest.  
 
Minority Internship Program 
The Forest Stewardship Program funded three interns to work through the summer at the Urban Forestry 
Administration. The interns, who were pursuing Bachelor, Master, and Doctorate degrees related to urban 
forestry, gained hands-on experience in all aspects of UFA’s work, including work with field crews, 
arborists, and outreach staff. Efforts focused on assisting with a street tree management plan, UFA’s 
Canopy Keeper tree adoption program, wood waste utilization, Washington Parks and People’s Green 
Corps job training program, and protecting beehive habitat in a street tree. 

Statistical Highlights 
Managing and Developing Communities: 1 
Population of Participating Communities: 601,723 
Volunteer Assistance Generated (hours): 41,222 
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