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Introduction 
The New Hampshire Urban and Community Forestry Program works through a long-term partnership 
between the New Hampshire Division of Forests and Lands and the University of New Hampshire 
Cooperative Extension. Staff members work cooperatively to present information on a variety of urban 
and community forestry issues.  
 
An Urban Forestry Coordinator manages both the Urban Forestry Center and Shieling Forest, and 
provides technical assistance to communities. A Community Forestry Volunteer Coordinator is employed 
by the University of New Hampshire (UNH) Cooperative Extension to implement the statewide Natural 
Resources Stewards Volunteer program. Extension Specialists at UNH and Extension Educators in each 
of the 10 counties of the State offer both scientific information and technical assistance to communities. 
Mary Reynolds, Certified Arborist with the Division of Forests and Lands, provides additional technical 
assistance to communities. The Community Forestry Advisory Council, consisting of 18 members from 
organizations that include UNH Cooperative Extension, Division of Forests and Lands, U.S. Forest 
Service, Department of Transportation, public utilities, arborists, and landscapers, provides leadership and 
direction for the statewide program.  
 
Urban Forestry Center – The Urban Forestry Center in Portsmouth was a gift to the people of New 
Hampshire by the late John Elwyn Stone in 1976. The 182-acre property includes an administrative 
office, meeting facility, woodland walking trails, and several demonstration areas. Yearly more than 40 
educational programs are presented to enhance the public’s knowledge of urban and community forestry. 
The meeting facility is used for hundreds of conservation-related meetings each year and is provided free 
of charge to groups. 
 
Shieling Forest – The Shieling Forest in Peterborough was a gift to the State of New Hampshire by the 
late Elizabeth Yates McGreal in 1980. The 45-acre property includes a meeting facility, walking trails, 
and a demonstration wildflower garden. Twelve programs relating to urban and community forestry 
topics are presented yearly. Several local conservation groups use the facility free of charge each year.  
 
New Hampshire’s Natural Resources Stewards Volunteer Program – This program is a partnership 
between UNH Cooperative Extension, Division of Forests and Lands, Department of Fish and Game, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, County Conservation Districts, Great Bay Community 
College, and the U.S. Forest Service. Upon completion of the nearly 100 hours of training, volunteers 
donate 40 hours of service in local communities to promote the benefits of natural resources. In 2010, 
over 100 people volunteered 10,000 hours assisting New Hampshire communities by serving on land 
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protection boards, working on landscape projects, conducting tree inventories, and participating in a 
variety of other projects. 

Key Accomplishments 

i-Tree Training 
The New Hampshire Division of Forests 
and Lands joined the U.S. Forest Service, 
Davey Tree Experts, and UNH Cooperative 
Extension to sponsor an i-Tree workshop 
June 15-16, 2010, at Great Bay Community 
College in Portsmouth, NH. The i-Tree 
tools help communities manage their urban 
forests by quantifying the structure of 
community trees and the environmental 
benefits that trees provide. Urban Forestry 
Coordinators in New England were 
encouraged to recruit and register people to 
attend this workshop. Instruction included 
hands-on computer use, demonstrations, 
and field exercises. Participants learned 
how to use the i-Tree Streets module, the 
IPED Pest Evaluation and Detection 
module, the ECO module, and i-Tree 
Storms. An inventory of the trees on the 
Great Bay Community College campus 
will be conducted using the i-Tree tools 
upon completion of construction at the 
college this fall.  
 
Leveraged Funding 
The New Hampshire Urban and 
Community Forestry Program continues to 
develop partnerships to strengthen the 
program. Leveraging funds from State 
programs, Federal programs, and private 
sources ensures the continuation of our 
statewide program. With increased budget 
demands and a challenging economy, many 
communities are eliminating tree planting 
and maintenance services. In an effort to enhance the Natural Resources Stewards Volunteer (NRSV) 
training, Mary Tebo Davis, Community Volunteer Coordinator, developed a plan to seek additional 
resources. Mary was able to successfully obtain additional funding to hire part-time staff and continue 
program development. Erin Dancy, an AmeriCorps Program Assistant and graduate of NRSV ’08, has 
spent a year enhancing electronic communication and updating the curriculum to include sustainable 
concepts. As a result, we have reduced paper consumption and are using an online wiki to deliver 
educational material. A grant from the Dorr Foundation is being used to expand the curriculum and 
provide training to students and volunteers. Also new this year, Weston Solutions, Inc., has provided 
corporate funding, and one of its employees is participating in the class and will share her knowledge with 
colleagues. The training is being offered for college credit at the Great Bay Community College in 

i-Tree training attendees took part in both classroom  
instruction and field demonstrations in June 2010. 



Portsmouth, and students and community volunteers participate together in the class. Plans are being 
developed to create an ecologically based Landscape Certificate program at the college, and the NRSV 
training will be a core class in this certificate program. The class will be offered annually at the college 
and will increase the number of volunteers available to assist communities. For additional information, 
please go to http://extension.unh.edu/Forestry/FORCTS.htm. 

Community Forestry Advisory Council 
Over the past year, Community Forestry Advisory Council members developed an invasive species 
display that includes samples of plants and insects found in New England. In cooperation with the New 
Hampshire Division of Forests and Lands Forest Health staff, a display of similar looking longhorned 
beetles was created to educate the public about Asian longhorned beetle. The educational display was 
featured at several locations including The Farm and Forest Expo, UNH Greenhouse Open House, the 
Hampton Earth Awareness Fair, and the Coastal Watershed Invasive Plant Partnership Symposium. 

Statistical Highlights: 
Number of Managing (52) and Developing (99) Communities:  151 
Population of Participating Communities:  994,947 
Volunteer Assistance Generated (hours):  10,303 
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