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Introduction

The lowa Urban and Community Forestry (IUCF) program provides technical, educational, and financial
assistance to communities, individuals, and organizations. Program activities result in improved
awareness of urban forestry and the benefits of managing a sustainable and healthy natural resource.

IUCF combines Federal, State, investor-owned utility, and other funds to provide support and technical
assistance to more than 500 lowa communities annually. Matching grants are offered to communities
throughout the State to increase tree canopy and improve urban forest resources. Partnerships with cities,
counties, and nonprofit organizations enhance and broaden the impact that the IUCF program has had
throughout lowa. During FY2010 lowa was able to utilize 3 full-time employees providing 3 full-time
equivalents (FTEs) and part-time commitments from 15 district foresters amounting to 5 FTEs for a total
investment of 8 FTEs.

Key Accomplishments

Operation Releaf

In the fall of 2001, a partnership was formed between Alliant Energy and the lowa Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) Forestry Bureau to promote energy efficiency, urban forest tree diversity, and increased
tree planting on private lands. Operation ReLeaf is a residential tree distribution program supported by
Alliant Energy ($250,000 annually) that funds an Urban Forestry Specialist with the lowa DNR Forestry
Bureau and provides partial funding to buy locally purchased landscape trees and sell them at greatly
reduced prices to Alliant Energy customers for planting in their yards. lowa DNR Forestry purchases
these landscape trees through a Request for Proposal process, establishes local partnerships with county
and city organizations, and coordinates tree distribution days with volunteers. During FY2010, 17 tree
distribution projects were organized during the spring and fall seasons, and a total of 4,713 landscape
trees were sold to 2,772 Alliant Energy customers at a cost of $25/tree. Customers also received planting
and care advice as well as free wood chip mulch. The value of these trees is approximately $205,188,
with over 570 hours of volunteer service donated to complete the projects.

Plant Some Shade

In the spring of 2004, a partnership was formed between MidAmerican Energy and the lowa DNR
Forestry Bureau to promote energy efficiency, urban forest tree diversity, and increased tree planting in
private yards. Plant Some Shade is a residential tree distribution program supported by MidAmerican
Energy ($125,000 annually) that funds an Urban Forestry Specialist with the lowa DNR. During FY2010,
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16 projects were held in cooperation with local, county, and city partners to distribute a total of 4,132
landscape trees to 1,851 MidAmerican Energy customers to plant in their yards. The approximate value of
the trees is $161,834, and over 432 hours of volunteer service were donated to complete the projects.

Plant Some Shade volunteers gather in Des Moines, IA (left), and Plant Some Shade residential trees are ready for
distribution in Sioux City, IA (right).

Trees for Kids and Trees for Teens

The Trees for Kids/Teens program was established in 1990 to assist lowa schools in celebrating Earth
Day and Arbor Day. In the fall of 2009, the program evolved into a formal grant program that offers trees
for planting on school grounds or public areas. In addition, Trees for Kids/Teens produces natural
resource-based educational materials for teachers and educators. Funds for the Trees for Kids/Teens
program are provided by both public and private organizations. During FY2010, a total of 28 grants were
awarded and resulted in the planting of 705 landscape trees. The total grant amount for the 28 projects
was $49,475, and leveraged an additional $34,745 in voluntary matching funds.

East Elementary students pose for a picture during a Trees for Kids planting in
Waukon, IA.



Community Inventories

A goal of the lowa Urban and Community Forestry program is to provide technical assistance through
tree inventories and management plans. Inventory data is critical to developing updated community
management plans to use in addressing challenges to urban forest health. Information from tree inventory
data will be useful in articulating to decisionmakers the functional value of the urban forest and its
contribution to the overall health and value of lowa’s environment. A new protocol for conducting urban
tree inventories was recently established, and all inventories now include 100 percent of street trees (trees
within the community’s right-of-way), GPS location for each tree, and information that is compatible with
the i-Tree program analysis tools. A total of 16 community inventories were completed, excluding
inventories fulfilled through redesign or ARRA dollars.

Statistical Highlights

Population of Managing Communities: 1,438,548
Percentage of the Population Living in Managing Communities: 68.14
Population of Developing Communities: 472,731
Percentage of the Population Living in Developing Communities: 22.39
Population of Communities that Received Educational,

Technical, and/or Financial Assistance: 1,911,279
Population of Communities that have the Potential to Develop

Management Programs: 2,111,205

Population of Communities that are neither Managing nor Developing: 199,926
Volunteer Hours: 8,509



