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Introduction 
The Pennsylvania Urban & Community Forestry Program is a partnership among the Pennsylvania 
Bureau of Forestry, Penn State Extension Program, and Pennsylvania Community Forests (a.k.a. 
Pennsylvania Urban and Community Forestry Council), with financial and technical support from the 
U.S. Forest Service. The mission of the program is to assist communities in developing comprehensive 
and sustainable urban forestry programs for the purpose of enhancing quality of life. 

Key Accomplishments 
 
■ Statewide 
 
TreeVitalize Accomplishments 
Communities across the Commonwealth have been working hard to increase their tree canopy cover little 
by little over the past 6 years. TreeVitalize is a Department of Conservation and Natural Resources-led 
program to enhance the tree canopy cover in the State’s more densely populated areas by planting 1 
million trees by 2012. 
 
This community and volunteer-based program could not have become so successful without the continued 
partnership and support from the Penn State Horticultural Society; Western Pennsylvania Conservancy; 
U.S. Forest Service; regional, county, and community government offices; local conservation 
organizations; private foundations; and corporate sponsors.  
 
Communities within the State’s 14 metropolitan areas can obtain trees for streets, parks, and streamsides. 
To date, TreeVitalize has planted over 145,000 trees throughout Pennsylvania’s 14 metro areas. In 
addition to making trees and funding available to interested communities, TreeVitalize also offers a 
topnotch educational program known as Tree Tenders®. Before interested communities can request trees 
or funding for trees, representatives must first complete Tree Tenders® training. TreeVitalize has a goal 
of training 10,000 community volunteers to build capacity for long-term urban forest management. To 
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date, TreeVitalize has trained over 7,000 community volunteers and municipal employees. Tree 
Tenders® is a registered trademark of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society.  
 
An additional perk of the TreeVitalize program that has become available to the public is the creation of 
the “Have you planted a tree?” database, which may be found at www.treevitalize.net. Homeowners and 
watershed and volunteer groups can log on and register their tree planting information as well as upload 
photos of each of the plantings. Since the launch of the “Have you planted a tree?” tree registry in spring 
2009, 1,026 trees have been planted with the help of active tree planters across the State! 
 
In fall 2009, TreeVitalize, with corporate funding support, created a great opportunity to offset the cost of 
purchasing a tree. The “Trees Count PA!” coupon program is available to homeowners in and around 
Cumberland, Dauphin, Lancaster, and Perry Counties. Homeowners may log on to www.treevitalize.net 
and print out a $15 coupon or pick one up at any of the participating nursery centers. A list of 
participating members is available online. To date, over 103 coupons have been redeemed!  
 
Public Radio Partnerships 
The TreeVitalize program has been working hard at providing additional means to spark interest and 
awareness of the statewide tree planting program. In fall 2008, DCNR partnered with WITF, a public 
radio station based out of Harrisburg, PA. During WITF’s fall member drive, donors had the option of 
having one tree planted in their honor. At the end of WITF’s member drive, DCNR offered to match its 
total number of trees. In May 2009, the DCNR, WITF, and Lancaster County Parks partnered to plant 
over 350 riparian buffer seedlings along the Conestoga River in Lancaster’s Central Park. To date, 
TreeVitalize has planted 1,344 riparian buffer seedlings; is slated to plant 302 seedlings next spring; and 
has built partnerships with WITF, WQED, WDIY, WHYY, and WVIA through our public radio 
partnerships.  
 
Plow & Hearth Partnership 
In fall and winter 2009, TreeVitalize partnered with Plow & Hearth, Inc., of Virginia in support of their 
“Campaign to Reforest America®.” All orders placed through Plow & Hearth’s mail-order catalog and 
Web site this past holiday season came with an extra gift! Customers had an option to select one of Plow 
& Hearth’s three state-based tree planting programs and have a seedling planted in the State of their 
choice. In Pennsylvania, support of the TreeVitalize program will allow trees to be planted along streams 
to aid in providing clean air and water, and restore habitats for trout and other stream life. For more 
information, go to http://www.plowhearth.com/about/reforest.asp. TreeVitalize plans to plant an 
additional 4,000 to 5,000 riparian buffer seedlings through this partnership. The Campaign to Reforest 
America® is a registered trademark of Plow and Hearth, Inc. 
 
■ Northeast 
 
Improving Water Quality with Urban Tree Canopy 
Through community education and partnerships, the Pennsylvania Urban Forestry program is working to 
connect trees and forests to water quality and watershed health. This program explains the role trees and 
forests play in maintaining healthy watersheds, including canopy interception, infiltration, 
evapotranspiration, phytoremediation, erosion control, and streambank stability. A recently completed 
U.S. Forest Service UFORE Hydro Study of Toby Creek, an urbanizing yet forested watershed, is used to 
illustrate the ever increasing role of trees in urban areas. A PowerPoint presentation titled “Stormwater, 
Trees and You” is now included in TreeTender trainings around the State. The role of trees in managing 
stormwater was recently included in a local Web show titled “The Evergreen Show” on 
www.the570.com. Through a series of workshops and presentations, over 1,000 people in northeastern 
Pennsylvania have learned that tree canopy is critical to healthy watersheds and water quality.  
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Emerald Ash Borer Outreach  
As emerald ash borer (EAB) hop scotches across Pennsylvania, new outbreaks are being discovered by 
the public instead of trained inspection crews. With this in mind, the Extension Urban Forestry Program 
in northeastern Pennsylvania developed an outreach strategy that targets homeowners, gardeners, and 
outdoorsmen. In partnership with a Penn State entomologist, Master Gardeners, and an ISA Certified 
Arborist, over 2,500 people were reached through 35 presentations and exhibits at the Northeast 
Pennsylvania Home and Garden Show, Pennsylvania Outdoor Life Expo, Home Builders Show, county 
fairs, farmer’s markets, and garden tours. A 10-minute segment about EAB was run on WNEP 16’s 
Pennsylvania Outdoor Life and continued on the Power-to-Save segment, reaching over 100,000 viewers. 
 
■ Northwest 
 
Tree Inventory and Urban Canopy Planning 
The northwestern Pennsylvania Extension Urban Forester, in partnership with interns and DCNR Bureau 
of Forestry foresters, provided inventories and management plans based on Mobile Community Tree 
Inventory methods for communities in Edinboro and Corry (Erie County) and Lamar (Clinton County). 
The Clearfield Management Plan was updated. Inventories prepared in 2008 by crews trained were 
reviewed and discussed with the city of St. Mary’s (Elk County). 
 
The Extension Forester assisted Penn State Professor Dr. William Elmendorf in training interns to 
perform inventories in the city of St. Mary’s and the Borough of Ridgway in Elk County. 
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