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New York’s 2006 Accomplishment Report 
 
Introduction 
The Urban and Community Forestry (U&CF) Program in New York State is as varied as the State’s 
people and geography which ranges from densely populated areas downstate to rural and forested 
landscapes upstate. The program’s goal is to empower communities to plan and manage their own green 
resources. Program managers continue to inform communities, agencies, not-for-profit groups and 
citizens about the values of urban and community forestry. Training, tools, consultation and technical 
support are made available to community leaders and volunteers. The Department of Environmental 
Conservation’s Urban and Community Forestry Cost-Share Grant Program, which is supported by the 
Federal program, is a community incentive that funds projects in support of tree planting and care, 
partnerships, and public awareness of the importance of urban trees.  In 2006, the NY grant program 
funded 45 community grants totaling over $448,000.  The NYU&CF Program encourages state 
environmental quality and energy agencies to evaluate and utilize urban tree planting and care efforts in 
their comprehensive strategies to mitigate environmental problems.  
 
Heat Island Project - The partnership between the U&CF Program and the NY State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA) supported an investigation of the “heat island effect” in New York 
City and mitigation strategies for lowering temperatures. The study: Mitigating New York City’s Heat 
Island With Urban Forestry, Living Roofs, And Light Surfaces is available in pdf format at: 
http://www.nyserda.org/programs/Environment/EMEP/project/6681_25/6681_25_pwp.asp   The pilot tree 
planting mitigation project in lower Manhattan planted trees in fall 2005 and spring 2006, when completed 
approximately 1,000 new trees will have been planted. The NYSERDA/DEC partnership’s, “Greening the 
Bronx” Project has awarded $878,346 in funding to10 projects for planting 822 street and park trees in the 
Bronx. Additional contracts for tree planting will be awarded in the future toward reaching the project goal 
of 10,000 new trees planted in the Bronx. 
 
DEC invited to give risk tree training at 61st Annual School for Highway Supervisors - June 5-7, 
2006 - Ithaca, NY 
Building on the success of regional hazard tree training workshops that DEC has offered to NYS 
Department of Transportation over the past two years, DEC was asked to present at the 61st Annual 
School for Highway Supervisors in Ithaca, NY on June 6.  Region 7 Forester John Graham did a 30 
minute presentation to the entire conference - more than 750 highway supervisors from all over New 
York State - from Niagara Falls to Malverne and everywhere in between. The presentation included 
general information on common tree/highway issues, proper tree pruning techniques, proper tree planting 
for highway beautification projects, Sirex wood wasp, emerald ash borer, forest tent caterpillar, gypsy 
moth, and eastern tent caterpillar.  Two workshops on the Hazard Tree Evaluation process were then 
offered to approximately 60 supervisors.  Information on DEC’s Urban and Community Forestry program 
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and regional DEC contacts was distributed.  Allowing conference participants to follow up with a DEC 
urban forester in their respective county.  
 
New York ReLeaf has partnered with the New York Chapter of the ISA  
New York ReLeaf has partnered with the New York Chapter of the ISA to bring more skilled volunteer 
staff to communities and to fill the educational needs of the chapter members. 
This collaboration brings the regional ReLeaf volunteers together with the regional “governors” of the 
ISA to present educational workshops.   These education opportunities were technical training in wood 
decay fungi, risk tree assessment and management planning.  The five workshop locations were New 
York City, Rochester, Syracuse, Albany and Millbrook, New York.  Over 600 ISA members were trained 
and over 30 volunteers participated in these workshops.  Lecture sessions and outdoor training sessions 
were offered along with an overview of the New York State volunteer program.  The goal of this 
partnership is to build a relationship with volunteers and professionals and to train municipal and 
volunteer staff in their community tree program efforts. 
Two fall workshops are being offered this year in tree values.  Both the CTLA methods of professional 
tree appraisal and the iTree Suite method of valuation will be offered.  The locations of these workshops 
will be in Millbrook and Syracuse. 
 
Statistical Highlights      
Number of NY communities that have or have potential to develop programs: 753 
Number of people living in communities provided assistance: 12,219,613 
Number of people living in communities developing programs: 2,996,292 
Number of people living in managed communities: 9,223,321 
Volunteer assistance generated (hours): 87,406                         
Tree City USA communities: 98 
Tree City USA growth awards: 9  
 



NEW YORK STATE URBAN FORESTRY PROGRAM PICTURES 
 

 
 
Regional Foresters recognized their Tree City communities and the 2006 Poster Contest Winner at the 2006 Tree 
City/Tree Line U.S.A. Recognition luncheon. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Kids from local schools participate with the Lake Placid Tree Board in celebrating Arbor Day 2006. 
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