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Minnesota’s 2006 Accomplishment Report 
 
Introduction 
Urban and Community Forestry (U&CF) in Minnesota is a statewide collaboration that unites many 
agencies, organizations, communities, decision makers, and the citizens throughout the state. The 
challenges that we have identified are: 

• Minnesota communities need quicker and more access to expertise, training, and current 
technology, research, information, and technical assistance. 

• Heightened political awareness and support that will result in state funding initiatives 
• Increased partnerships among organizations and communities in greater Minnesota 
• Loss of forest land to urbanization, disease and insects and improper maintenance 
• Lack of vision for sustainable community design, ecosystem approaches in planning and project 

 
NRRC “Plymouth Ave Visioning a Pathway” Project  
The Northside Residents Redevelopment Council (NRRC), Tree Trust, Tree Care Advisors and other 
U&CF partners teamed up to carry out a comprehensive and very successful neighborhood project, 
including: A complete tree inventory of public and private trees; a tree give-away based on the inventory; 
and, door-to-door and events outreach and education on tree maintenance.  As local project leaders 
reported, it “has increased understanding of the value and placement of trees.  These benefits stretched 
beyond mental and physical health, sound barriers and increased property values; friendships were created 
around a cause that is practical and hands on.  No other project has fostered this much buy-in from 
residents.” 
 
Minnesota Tree Care Advisors 
The MN Tree Care Advisors (TCA) Program, initiated in 1997 using Federal Focus Funds, experienced 
continued strong growth in 2006, both in the numbers of individuals involved and the number of hours they 
donated to their local community forestry programs.  Over 230 TCA’s contributed over 34,000 hours of 
volunteer service. Using federal U&CF funds, a University of Minnesota graduate student position was 
expanded to a full time technician, who created a TCA web site and initiated on-line TCA curriculum to 
offer this training statewide.  TCA’s are also assuming leadership roles in advocating for local and state 
programs, including the Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee (MnSTAC), local tree boards and in 
direct mentoring of elected officials. 
 
i-Tree Program in Minnesota 
Minneapolis and other communities continue to use the results of i-Tree software analysis of the ecological 
and monetary value of their urban forests to justify increased investments in management. The Forest 
Service and its cooperators tested i-TREE software applications and field methods for data collection in 
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Minneapolis, where the legacy of tree 
planting, management, and desire for 
improved stewardship make it an ideal 
community to showcase the results.  Teams 
consisting of Forest Service and Davey 
Resource Group professionals worked with 
the Tree Trust to train volunteers to collect 
data and test the software. 
 
The i-Tree initiative continues to provide 
benefits to participating communities in a 
variety of ways, including increased 
informational resources related to ecological 
and monetary value of the urban forest.  
Additionally, increased public awareness of 
trees, the development of a cadre of trained 
volunteers and updated information on 
individual street trees were achieved.  An 
ecological analysis (using the “Urban Forest Effects Model” (UFORE)) and benefit analysis (“Street Tree 
Management Tool for Urban forest Managers” (STRATUM)) were completed and used to produce the 
Midwest Community Tree Guide – Benefits, Costs and Strategic Planting.  The guide is available on line 
and copies are being distributed to many communities across the state.  
 
MN ReLeaf 
Through the MN ReLeaf Grant Program, Tree Trust and MN DNR Central Region staff tracked 144 
planning, forest health and planting grant projects in FY 2006.  Reduced Area Program Forester 
involvement, new Private Forest Management workload for the Regional UCF Specialist and turnover at 
Tree Trust made grants administration particularly challenging. 
 
Southeast Asian (SEA) Program 
The Southeast Asian (SEA) Program of the MN DNR and Tree Trust worked together with five Asian 
Organizations to provide education about U&CF. Funded by the National Urban and Community Forestry 
Advisory Council (NUCFAC), this project demonstrated innovative, culturally appropriate approaches for 
working with minority groups by focusing on barrier removal. Urban forestry presentations, tree planting 
and maintenance projects and field trips were done with the following organizations; Organization of 
Chinese Americans – Minnesota Chapter, Lao Parents and Teachers Association, The Association for the 
Advancement of Hmong Women in Minnesota, Vietnamese Social Services of Minnesota, and the Lao 
Family Community of Minnesota, Inc. A pre/post survey determined that interest and retention remained 
very high with every age group throughout the project. Over 182 volunteers attended a kick off event for 
the project and have logged thousands of volunteer hours since the project began in September of 2003.  
The final report will be distributed nationally this winter. 
 
Liason and Networking  
The DNR U&CF staff continues to develop new and expanded working relations with the following 
organizations:  the League of Minnesota Cities with a “Show Me the Money-DNR Grant Opportunities” 
presentation at their annual convention and arranging to link the MNtrees.org web portal to LMC member 
cities; the Minnesota Parks & Recreation Association by providing web-based documents and links to 
populate the forestry section of their new Best Practices web site for local governments and member 
businesses (go to:  http://www.bestpracticesmn.org/main/); the University of Minnesota Terrestrial 
Sequestration Project by participating in government focus groups and facilitating partners in developing a 
NUCFAC proposal for watershed forestry; the Minnesota Society of Arboriculture and ISA by helping to 
expand their outreach to Greater Minnesota via arborist workshops and by helping host the ISA Annual 
Convention (2,300 professionals attended); the National Urban & Community Forestry Advisory Council 
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(NUCFAC) by hosting their annual meeting in Minneapolis and conducting a Twin Cities UCF highlights 
bus tour.; and the Minnesota Nursery and Landscape Association, by helping coordinate advocacy efforts 
with MnSTAC and arranging to add several categories of members to the Advocate newsletter mailing list. 
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