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Dear Editor:





Urban areas now cover 69 million acres nationwide. Urban growth is increasing at a rate of 1.3 million acres per year. As this growth occurs, the benefits provided by our neighborhood trees become critical. We must promote continued investment in our community trees by supporting tree care and planting programs. Here's what you can do to assure trees continue to be planted and cared for, so they can benefit future generations:





Share examples with community leaders of how your neighborhood trees promote revitalization and improve quality of life.





Be sure trees are planted in the proper location. Avoid planting large trees under utility lines, and avoid planting trees that are not salt-tolerant along roadways.





Ensure there is adequate space below ground so newly planted trees will develop healthy and supportive roots.





Encourage your community to develop tree ordinances and policies to protect existing trees from construction activities and direct funds to new tree plantings.





Volunteer to participate in a street tree inventory. Inventories promote better management of community trees and can be used to schedule tree pruning, planting, and removals.





Contact your (NAME OF STATE URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY PROGRAM) by calling (CONTACT NAME, WITH AREA CODE AND PHONE NUMBER) or by visiting www.treelink.org for funding opportunities, grants, �and educational resources to improve your community tree care program or �to start one.





Be sure all community trees are watered thoroughly during periods of drought or when less than 1 inch of rain falls within a 10-day period.





Work with your local urban forester who can provide assistance with tree care, selection, and planting.





Urge your community to become a Tree City USA. This designation helps with public image and community pride. Visit the National Arbor Day Foundation at www.arborday.org for more information.





Form a shade tree commission or committee to assure that trees are being cared for properly and that policies are developed to protect community trees. 





Trees in urban areas are vital to making communities more livable and economically viable for residents and businesses. Please join me in bringing forth a loud voice on behalf of the trees and forests in our community.





Sincerely,





(YOUR SIGNATURE)





(YOUR NAME)


(ADDRESS)











