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(DATE)








Subject: Could Treeless Cities Be in Our Future?








Dear Decisionmaker: 





I am writing to let you know how you can help preserve one of our community’s most valuable assets – our neighborhood trees. 





• 	Recent studies show that for each $1 invested in public tree management, up to $4 in benefits was returned to residents. 





• 	Neighborhood trees are a cost-effective way to improve quality of life, instill community pride, and improve the environment.





• 	Trees increase property values up to 20% and improve a community’s tax base. They stimulate economic development, attracting businesses and shoppers. They even help reduce crime.





• 	Well-maintained trees save on costs of heating, cooling, stormwater management, and air pollution removal.





(CITY/TOWN/STATE NAME)’s trees are aging and dying, and replacement programs are underfunded. We must act now to ensure that future generations continue to receive the numerous benefits offered by �community trees. 





I urge you to support the management, restoration, and care of public trees. Here are some ideas:





• 	Encourage the development of shade tree commissions/committees and tree ordinances to protect trees from construction activities, and support new tree plantings and care of existing trees.





• 	Contact your state urban and community forestry program. To find the contact, visit TreeLink's website at www.treelink.org; see upper left of homepage – "Who's Who in your State," for funding opportunities, grants and educational resources to improve community tree care programs.





• 	Support the Tree City USA program. This designation helps with public image and community pride. Visit the National Arbor Day Foundation at www.arborday.org for more information.





Thank you for your immediate attention to this critical issue.





Sincerely,





(YOUR SIGNATURE)





(YOUR NAME)


(ADDRESS)














