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Presentation Goals

•Describe regional 
green infrastructure 
planning efforts

•Share lessons learned

•Discuss role of forestry 
profession in regional  
& urban planning 



• 1.7 Million 
People

• 116 cities
• 8 counties
• 2 states

Kansas City Region









Regional Environmental Challenges

•Flooding & water 
quality

•Air quality

•Growth & 
development patterns

•Institutional capacity

•Problem definition 



Regional responses
•Green Infrastructure 

•Creating Quality Places
•MetroGreen
•Watershed Management
•Clean Air Action Plan
•Community Education



Reframing the
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The Pace of Development in Metro KC

Development 1982 – 1990

Development 1990 - 2001
Image: KBS/KARS



Creating Quality Places



MetroGreen Trails Plan

• System is divided into four 
priorities for future trail 
development: 
– existing (75 miles)
– priority 1 (100 miles)
– priority 2 (280 miles)
– priority 3 (568 miles)

• Service radius of system: 1/2 
mile and 2 mile - 90% of  
Metro population served by 
fully developed system



Stormwater Planning

Defining…



Linking the local to the regional

• Local plans/action
• Local regulations
• Demonstration projects
• Workshops 
• Festivals
• Media outreach
• Clear language
• Principles
• Case Studies

• Planning charettes
• Technical guidance 

documents
• Targeted trainings
• Partnership building
• Capacity building
• School-based action
• Local champions
• Leadership development 



Regional Planning and 
Urban Design



Regional Land Cover



Distribution of Regional Land Cover



Water Resources



Water Resources



Water Resources



Water Resources



Water Resources Compilation



Upland Resources



Upland Resources



Upland Resources



Upland Resources Compilation



Water and Upland Resources



Parks and Trails



Conservation Planning Starting Point



Regional Conservation 
Planning

• Develop Supportive Regional Policy

• Develop Plans by County and      
Municipality

• Integrate Plans with Recreation, Economic 
Development, Stormwater Management, 
Regional Quality of Life Initiatives



Stream Buffers



MetroGreen Implementation



Watershed Planning: Blue River









Variable Regional Needs



Tom’s Lessons Learned

FOCUS ON CAPACITY BUILDING
• Glue
• Scale
• Silos
• Integration



QUESTIONS & 
DISCUSSION

Mark Rothko –
Untitled, 1952 

“[Fusing] the blue, 
green  and brown”
Contact info: 
Tjacobs@marc.org
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