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89A.02 Policy

(4) recognize the broad array of perspectives
regarding the management, use, and 
protection of the state’s forest resources,
and establish processes and mechanisms
that see and incorporate these perspectives
in the planning and management of the 
state’s forest resources.



(6) encourage appropriate mixes of forest cover 
types and age classes within landscapes to promote 
biological diversity and viable forest-dependent
fish and wildlife species;

89A. 03 MFRC; Subd. 2. Purpose: The Council must
develop recommendations…with respect to forest resource policies and 
practices… The policies and practices must:

(2) give equal consideration to the long-term 
economic, ecological, and social needs and limits
of the state’s resources

(8) address the environmental impacts and implement 
mitigation's as recommended in the generic
environmental impact statement on timber harvesting.



REGIONAL
LANDSCAPE
COMMITTEES

• Include representative 
interests

• Serve as a forum for 
landowners, managers and
representative interests to 
discuss issues

• Identify and implement an open and public 
process where landscape strategic planning 
can occur
•Identify desired outcomes and goals and 
strategies to achieve desired conditions
•Provide regional perspective to Council 
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RECOMMENDED

DESIRED OUTCOMES, GOALS AND STRATEGIES

NORTHEAST LANDSCAPE REGION

A REPORT TO THE 

MINNESOTA FOREST RESOURCES COUNCIL

March 25, 2003



Participation

• 40-45 Participants Actively involved for 5 years 

• Over 12 Groups Represented

Industry

County, State, Federal Governments

Environmental groups

Special Interest groups

University of MN

General Public



Desired Future Forest Condition

Process & Data

Committee members divided into small groups  to 
develop goals and strategies then presented to 
committee as a whole.

GLO/FIA Comparison - White NRRI

“A Comparison of Range of Natural Variation
and Current Conditions” by Brown/White NRRI



The Northeast Regional Landscape Committee desires a forest that:

approximates/moves toward the range of variability (the spectrum of 
conditions possible in ecosystem composition, structure, and function 
considering both temporal and spatial factors) for plant communities 
naturally living and reproducing in northeastern Minnesota. 

has spatial patterns (size and location of openings) that are 
consistent with the ecology of northeastern Minnesota.

provides diverse habitat to maintain natural communities and viable 
populations (the ability of a wildlife or plant population to maintain 
sufficient size to persist over time in spite of normal fluctuations in 
numbers) for the plant and animal species in northeastern 
Minnesota.

Desired Future Forest Condition



PLANT PLANT COMMUNITIESCOMMUNITIES

Vegetation TypeVegetation Type
!! Existing stage in Existing stage in 

successionsuccession
!! “what the forest “what the forest 

looks like today”looks like today”
!! Often defined by:Often defined by:

•• Size class, shadeSize class, shade--
tolerance, and densitytolerance, and density

Land Potential Land Potential 
!! capability of forests capability of forests 

communities to  communities to  
naturally succeednaturally succeed

!! “what the forest has “what the forest has 
the potential to look the potential to look 
like”like”

!! Often defined by:Often defined by:
•• UnderUnder--story plants story plants 

and soilsand soils

+




