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Appendix G. Development of Databases

APPENDIX G .  DEVELOPMENT OF SUSTAINABILITY/ INDICATORS EFFORTS
DATABASE AND INDICATORS DATABASE

The evaluation of existing sustainability/indicators efforts included the development of a

database that contains descriptive information about 60 sustainability/indicators efforts and

a database that contains 39 different sets of sustainability or environmental indicators.

The databases were developed in response to requests from the Northeastern Area

Association of State Foresters (NAASF) to provide information about current sustainability/

indicators initiatives. This project was carried out by the Northeastern Area (NA) in

collaboration with the Northeastern Forest Resource Planners Association (NFRPA). Initial

database development was conducted from March to July 2000. Further development and

analysis continued from July 2000 to the present. The results presented in this document

represent analysis of the databases as of June 2001. The databases are periodically updated

to include additional projects and to update information as efforts evolve.

Various methods were used to obtain information about sustainability/indicators efforts.

Contacts and requests for information were made by E-mail and phone, directly contacting

the lead agency or organization for the effort. Significant research was also conducted via

the Internet. In some cases, initial information about various efforts was received by word-

of-mouth and then verified. In other cases, communication was made with key contacts

within State forestry and other natural resource agencies to learn of efforts that are relevant

to include in the database. For database entry, information was taken as cited, where

possible. Sixty sustainability/indicators efforts were entered into the database (box 8).
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* PPA–Performance Partnership Agreement; involvement in the U.S. EPA National Environmental
Performance Partnership System
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Box 8. Sixty sustainability/indicators efforts are contained in the database


