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APPENDIX F. SURVEY oF DATA AVAILABILITY AT THE STATE LEVEL

As requested in the July 2001 NAASF motion ', the NFRPA/NA C&lI project work group
developed a survey to conduct a preliminary assessment of data available at the State level.
The purpose of the survey was to gather information on inventory and monitoring data that
are not already collected or compiled at the regional or national level. This survey was a
precursor to efforts to collect data that address the base set of NA indicators. At the July
2001 NAASF meeting, each State Forester also identified a State C&I contact person.

In developing the survey, the NFRPA/NA C&lI project work group consulted previous data
availability surveys conducted by the National Association of State Foresters and other
groups. However, the survey was tailored to this particular project with specific questions
pertaining to a number

of NA base indicators Figure 13. Example page from the survey of data availability at the State level

(ﬁgure 1 3) The Criterion 3: Maintenance of Forest Ecosystem Health and Vitality
questions asked NA Base Indicator #7. Areaand percent of forest affected by damaging agents such asinsects, disease,
. . exotic/native species, fire, drought, storm, land clearance, and domestic animals.
regarding each metric S
7 R a. Areaand percent of forest affected by exotic/native species. Arestate level data
or indicator included Thisisameasure of area.and percent of forest where exotic/native pest species occur. available for this metric?
. If necessary, photocopy this page and fill out one sheet per type of data. [1yes [no
the fO HOWlng : 1. Do data provide statewide coverage?
o DO data o lde 2. Accessibility of these datato you & effort required to obtain it (check one):
\% . Y ou can easily access Y ou can access data, but it P Data exists but there are serious
. p Dngh_& obtain data. DMOderate_takes some effort to obtain. Dltimited- impediments to obtaining it.
statewide COVerage? 1f you checked moderate or limited accessibility, what are the barriers to obtaining these data?

* How accessible are
these data and What 3. Whoisresponsible for these data (agency, department, division etc.)?.

effort is required to

Obtail’l them? 4. General description of data, including key definitions, classification system, units of measure, & collection
methods/protocols:

* Who isresponsible
for these data?

* General description 5. How often are data collected or updated?

of data, including 6. Datesdataare available for (how far back data goes):

: : O O ic, fi . :
units Ofmeasure 7. Format of data: .paper .or. electronl.c, flletype(eg ,MS Exc?l)
Are these data available digitally for usein a Geographic Information System (GIS)?[dyes [no

and Collectlon 8. Aretheinventory or monitoring methods used to gather the data consistent across the state?
methods/protocols.
Have the methods been consistent over time?
* How often are the 9. How are the data sets documented?
data collected or
10. Overall quality of data (circle one): Please comment on your reason for thisranking (ie., it is due to data
updated? PO High consistency, its accuracy, precision, completeness, reliability, etc.):
1 2 3 4
° Format Ofthe data 11. Dataavailableonaweb site: [Jnone [Jrawdata  [Jdatasummaries
(in some cases, The web address:
: 12. Additional :
whether GIS data is ional comments
available).

Feel free to attach sheets with additiona information as necessary. 3

!'See appendix C for the full July 2001 NAASF Motion.
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Are the inventory or monitoring methods consistent across the State?

Have the methods been consistent over time?

How well are the data sets documented?

Overall quality of data on a scale of 1 to 4 and comments on reason for this ranking.

Whether data are available on a Web site.

Respondents were not limited to data available from the State forestry agency; they were

cn

couraged to include data available from other State agencies and organizations.

At the time this sourcebook was completed, the NFRPA/NA C&I project work group had
compiled the results of the survey into a database and begun analysis, focusing on data
availability. This analysis will also involve researching potential data sources and
examining consistency across the 20 States, allowing the work group to determine which
indicators can be measured using State level data.
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