A FOREST STEWARDSHIP SUCCESS STORY

Driftless Area Forest Stewardship Initiative

Upper Mississippi River Basin

The Challenge

The Driftless Area of the Upper Mississippi River Basin
is a critical migration corridor for more than half of
North America’s bird species. Much of the steep, rugged
landscape escaped development and supports some of
the region’s most extensive forests, providing significant
bird habitat for more than 200 bird species. However, the
area falls within four States, causing conservation efforts
to be fragmented and uncoordinated. In addition, most of
the land is privately owned, and landowners needed help
developing and implementing stewardship plans to manage
their forests.

The Solution

The Driftless Area Initiative (DAI), is a partnership of
local, State, and national organizations led by six Resource
Conservation and Development councils working across
Ilinois, lowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. It was formed
to coordinate the many public and private organizations
within the area.

As a member of this partnership, Northeastern Area State
and Private Forestry provided $295,000 through Migratory
Bird Habitat Improvement grants and the Upper Mississippi
Watershed Fund for projects that benefit and improve bird
habitat. These projects encompass a wide range of activities,
including assisting landowners in writing management
plans, marking trees for harvest, timber stand improvement,
invasive plant control, and tree planting. The projects also
included birding and forestry workshops, field days, and
seminars.

Resulting Benefits

The DAI works to educate legislators, landowners, and the
public about important watershed and wildlife habitat issues
within the Driftless Area. The coordinated effort to gather
and merge existing information from each State creates a
clearer picture of available resources, and focuses attention
and funding on priority projects across state lines.

The partnership works to educate
legislators, landowners, and the public
about important watershed and wildlife
habitat issues within the Driftless Area.
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Sharing Success

Forest management plans of special significance were
written for two locations in Wisconsin: the Kickapoo Area
Schools and the Norskedalen Nature and Heritage Center.
The Kickapoo Area Schools plan guides teachers in using the
area as an outdoor classroom and is a necessary component
in registering the outdoor classroom as a “School Forest” in
the State. Norskedalen is visited by rural and urban citizens
alike and is an excellent venue for public outreach on the
importance of forest conservation and management.

In Minnesota, the Driftless Area Initiative conducted a
Forestry for Bird Habitat workshop, inviting the public
to learn about forest ecology and birds in their natural
habitat, forest stewardship, songbird habitat/woodland
management connections, and the sustainability of forest
habitats for birds.

The Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy identified
four forest management demonstration sites on private land
in areas of high habitat priority for neotropical migratory
birds. These sites in lowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota
promote forest management for improving bird habitat
and guide landowners in developing sustainable forest
management plans.
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For more information, contact:
Kathryn P. Maloney, Area Director
11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200
Newtown Square, PA 19073
Phone: 610-557-4103

E-mail: kmaloney@fs.fed.us

Mike Prouty, Field Representative
1992 Folwell Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55108

Phone: 651-649-5243

E-mail: mprouty@fs.fed.us
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