H ow much of Indiana isforestland?

MAP 2

Per cent Forestland by County 1998
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Indiana Land Cover produced by a cooperative project
between the U.S.Geological Survey and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency based on Landsat
TM5 Imagery acquired by the Multi-resolution Land
Characterization (MRLC) Consortium. The images date
from 1989 to 1993. Classes 41-43 and 91 were used to
represent Indiana’s forests.

It isimportant to note the location of
the Northern, Upland Flats, Knobs, and
L ower Wabash survey units, asthey are
referenced throughout thisreport. As
previoudly noted, analyzing survey units
(as opposed to counties) increases
statistical reliability.




The Northern Unit, the largest unit, comprises Northern - Land Use 1998

The Northern Unit extends from Lake Forestland

approximately 60 percent of the state. This 9%
section of Indiana, part of the nation’s “ bread- /f“"'—'\
basket,” has the lowest percentage (less than 10 ; y
percent) of forestland in the state (Figure 1). |" "|

Michigan and the Michigan border south to A o B Nonforest
Indianapolis and Richmond before dipping % -~
further south to Columbus (Ind.). FIGURE 1

Upland Flats - Land Use, 1998

TheUpland Flats Unit, located in the

4 southeast corner of the state, hasthe second
£ 37% ; : .

F highest concentration of forestland (Figure

|' Forestland 2). Over one-third of the area isforested.

63% I'"x E Nonforest Theunit includesthe towns of Madison,
b Versailles, North Vernon, and L awrenceburg.
S
FIGURE 2
The Knobs Unit, in south-central Indiana, has the Knobs - Land Use, 1998

state’ s highest concentration of forestland

(Figure 3). Thisunit haslarge, continuous tracts all
of forests that provide some of the best woodland /
habitat. Thisland aso filters and cleans much of i
the state’ swater and air, while providing a |.

43%

Forestland

sustainabl e resource for forest products. The N O Nonforest
Knobs Unit includes the towns of Bloomington, 57%\__
New Albany, Tel City, and Seymour. FIGURE 3 o
Lower Wabash - Land use, 1998 The Lower Wabash Unit, in the southwester n
P part of Indiana, isanchored by Evansvilleto
/ 23% the south, Terre Hauteto the north, and
i Vincennesin themiddle. Thearea has
179 l'-. ! Forestland po_ckets of both dense and spar se for estland
L / [ Nonforest (Figure4).

FIGURE 4 e

Forestland increases from the predominantly agricultural flat land in the north, along the Michigan

border, southward to the hills of the Ohio River Valley. Dueto glacial forces, Indiana s northern

sections have rich soil—perfect for agriculture. Asaresult, most of the forests are concentrated on

the state’ s southern hills and ravines. In comparison with other states, Indianaforest soils are richer

than most, despite their hilly terrain. Thisrich soil, coupled with good growing conditions, resultsin

Indiana’ s hardwood trees being among the best in the world! .
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