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Description: USDA Forest Service Northeastern Area Wildland Fire Management staff provides 
leadership in the development of safe, productive, and efficient wildland fire management programs to 
minimize the loss of life, property, and natural resources. In 1999, the Northeast Forest Fire Supervisors 
(NFFS), via a resolution to the Northeastern Area Association of State Foresters (NAASF), recommended 
that each State complete a comprehensive statewide fire protection assessment. The NAASF approved the 
resolution, and the Northeastern Area has provided State Fire Assistance funds to individual States or fire 
compacts to support completion of assessments since FY 2000.  
 
Key Issues: 
The Assessment:  
• Identifies areas within States with high potentials for wildfire in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI). 

This allows States to prioritize where detailed interagency planning/tactical analysis is needed.  
• Allows State Foresters and State Fire Supervisors to identify communities that may require additional  

planning, wildland fuels mitigation, fire protection engineering and fire prevention projects.  
• Offers a means to access a common database for interagency planning, setting priorities, improving 

emergency response, and analyzing complex landscapes and/or fire situations.  
• Lets community fire planners identify and prioritize wildfire protection mitigation strategies.  
 
Accomplishments:  
• A general coarse scale analysis was completed in 1999-2000 in all 20 Northeastern Area States.  
• State Fire Assistance grants have been awarded to States since FY 2000 to complete more detailed 

statewide assessments. These have been completed in 14 states. 
• Six states have moved beyond the initial assessment and are now conducting GIS-based assessments, 

below the county level, in high-risk WUI communities. 
• Thirteen states are developing Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP) for high-risk WUI 

communities. In all, 41 plans have been completed. 
• Minnesota has developed a training program that lets Natural Resources staff and schoolteachers 

teach high school students how to conduct wildfire assessments in their own communities.  
• All 20 states are assisting “at risk communities” by identifying and conducting fuels mitigation 

projects, coordinating the installation of dry hydrants, conducting Firewise Communities workshops 
and coordinating local educational projects promoting firewise living and building concepts. 

 
Future Direction: 
• Conduct a series of workshops on developing and implementing CWPPs in cooperation with NA 

Field Offices, states and the NFFS.  
• Integrate research on the social sciences aspects of the WUI phenomena into State/localized fire 

protection assessments and hazard mitigation activities.  
• Target National Fire Plan Hazard Mitigation projects to high risk WUI communities.  
• Focus on priority emphasis areas of the WUI Strategic Plan for the Northeastern Area: training, 

marketing information, planning, technology transfer, pilot WUI projects, and research.  
• Develop a suitable measure of fire suppression preparedness for State fire protection agencies.  
• Tie preparedness and hazard mitigation activities to the HFI and the 10-year 

Comprehensive Strategy Implementation Plan.  
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