
Connecticut-New Jersey-New York-Pennsylvania Highlands Region 
Regional conservation of important lands 
U.S. Department of Agriculture  
Forest Service  
Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry 

 
Description:  
The Highlands region of Connecticut, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania is an oasis of 
national significance on the doorstep of an expanding metropolitan area. The 3.5-million-acre 
region’s abundance of private and publicly owned natural resources provides quality drinking 
water, recreation, and economic opportunities to millions of residents and visitors. 
 
The Highlands Conservation Act of 2004 (HCA), PL 108-421, directed the U.S. Forest Service 
to expand a 2002 update of a New York-New Jersey Highlands regional study to cover the 
Highlands in Connecticut and Pennsylvania as well. The resulting publication—the Highlands 
Regional Study: Connecticut and Pennsylvania 2010 Update—analyzed the region’s natural 
resources and the effects of land use change. The law also authorized Federal assistance for land 
conservation projects in which Highlands States work with willing sellers to acquire and 
permanently protect important land or an interest in land. 
 
Key Issue:  
Despite the critical importance of natural resources in the Highlands region, substantial 
economic and social pressures threaten to alter existing land uses. 
 
Project Status:  
• Highlands Regional Study: Connecticut and Pennsylvania 2010 Update   

This is the third Highlands region report published by the U. S. Forest Service. The original 
New York-New Jersey Highlands regional study was released in 1992, followed by an update 
in 2002. The 2010 update features an assessment of conservation values and a growth and 
impact analysis. It also identifies regional conservation focal areas and strategies. The update 
was completed in the summer of 2010 and is now available in CD and hardcopy as well as 
online at http://na.fs.fed.us/highlands/maps_pubs/regional_study/regional_study.shtm. 

 
• U.S. Forest Service Chief Visit to the New Jersey Highlands 

In October 2010, U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell was a featured speaker at a New 
Jersey Highlands restoration site “celebration.” Representatives from local conservation 
groups, State agencies, and business interests attended the event, which was sponsored by the 
National Forest Foundation.   

 
• NA S&PF-Funded Restoration Projects 
 Continuing Conservation Beyond Preservation 

In 2011, the Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry (NA S&PF) invested $228,000 
in collaborative forest stewardship projects on two of the New Jersey Highlands’ most 
significant forest tracts. The National Forest Foundation matched this seed money.  

 North Jersey District Water Supply Commission 
In 2011, NA S&PF invested $200,000 in landscape-scale restoration of forest ecosystem 
function in the Wanaque Reservoir Watershed. This forest stewardship project is 
designed to maintain and improve water quality. 

http://na.fs.fed.us/highlands/maps_pubs/regional_study/regional_study.shtm


• Land Conservation Partnership Projects 
Each of the four Highlands States submits projects annually, which are then ranked by a 
seven-member subcommittee of Federal and State partners. Highlands projects must describe 
management objectives that will ensure permanent protection and compatible land uses. 
Projects must also be located in areas of high conservation value as identified in the 2002 and 
2010 Highlands regional study updates. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service administers 
project funds, with the highest-ranked project receiving the majority of the funds.  

 About $9.2 million has been appropriated to date under the Highlands Conservation Act 
(HCA) to protect land in the four Highlands States. The HCA also authorizes up to $1 
million yearly to assist Highlands landowners. No funds were appropriated in FY 2011. 

 
Future Direction:  
• The Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry will continue to coordinate the evaluation 

and ranking of land conservation partnership projects until Congressional authorization ends 
in FY 2014. 

• If Congress funds the technical assistance section of the HCA, the Northeastern Area State 
and Private Forestry will help Highlands States, local units of government, individual 
landowners, and private organizations identify and use technical and financial assistance 
programs offered by the Forest Service and others. 

 
Interactive maps from the 2002 and 2010 Highlands regional study updates are available at the 
Rutgers University Center for Remote Sensing and Spatial Analysis (CRSSA) at 
http://www.crssa.rutgers.edu/projects/hi/. 
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