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Description:  
Nonnative invasive plants threaten the ecological health and diversity of our forests. An invasion of nonnative 
plants is often a symptom of natural or human-caused disturbance. The invasive plant program of the Northeastern 
Area State and Private Forestry (NA S&PF) began in 2003, when key contacts were named in each field office.  
The program currently has three emphasis areas: information management, biological control, and capacity 
building. Activities support NA S&PF’s strategic goal to “Promote sustainable forest management” and the 
objective to “Maintain the health and vitality of forest ecosystems from potentially damaging agents.” 
 
Key Issues:  
• Invasive plants thrive in all types of ecosystems. Early detection and rapid response help to identify new 

infestations before they reach epidemic proportions or spread to sensitive ecosystems. 
• Biological controls can provide a longer lasting effect in reducing invasive plant populations. 
• The growing problem of invasive plants adds complexity to already taxed forest health programs. Building 

capacity among our partners through the development of Cooperative Weed Management Areas can ease this 
situation. 

 
Accomplishments:   
• Forty-three Cooperative Weed Management Areas—defined local areas where a partnership is organized to 

manage noxious weeds or invasive species—have been formed in the Northeast and Midwest, with more 
created every year. 

• Biological control efforts are progressing for mile-a-minute weed; and the states of Delaware, Maryland, New 
Jersey, and Pennsylvania are cooperating in the effort. 

• About 17,000 acres of invasive plant infestations were treated in Fiscal Year 2010. 
 
Budget History:  
 

Invasive Plants 
(Dollars, thousands)  

Source FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 
Forest Health $290 $290 $800  

 
  

Future Direction:  
• Finalize the invasive plant program’s draft strategic plan and use that to guide future efforts.  
• Continue to provide assistance for the development of Cooperative Weed Management Areas throughout the 

Northeast. 
• Support early detection and rapid response efforts against new invasive plant species or those that are 

established. 
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