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Description: President Bush signed the Healthy Forests Restoration Act into law in December 2003. The central
legislative component of the Healthy Forests Initiative, it provides new tools and additional authorities to restore
more acres more quickly. It also strengthens public participation in developing high priority projects and project
planning, reduces the complexity of environmental analysis, provides a more effective appeals process, and
instructs courts being asked to halt projects to balance the project’s short-term effects with the long-term benefits of
a restored forest and the harm caused by undue delay.

Key Issues:

Improve coordination among Northeastern Area partners.

Develop a process to ensure program integration.

Facilitate the sharing of technology and resources.

Develop flexibility within State fire management programs to accommodate NFP initiatives.
Develop systematic ways to identify treatment area priorities.

Use standard criteria to prioritize treatment areas.

Create a system that directs treatment to priority areas.

Facilitate information-sharing for S&PF lands.

Accomplishments:

e NA serves on the Watershed Forestry Assistance Program (WFAP) Advisory Team, as well as the Watershed
Technical Team. Program implementation guidelines are being developed. Worked with the Eastern Region to
facilitate the development of criteria and a Request for Proposals for hazardous fuel reduction projects on state
and private lands adjacent to National Forests where prescribed fires are planned.

e With the aid of State Fire Assistance funding, States Forestry Agencies and Cooperators treated 35,351 acres,
effectively reducing hazardous fuels | near communities at risk.

e Co-sponsored the Fire in Eastern Oak Forest: Delivering Science to Land Managers conference held in
Columbus, OH — November 2005.

Budget History:

National Fire Plan-Fuel Hazard Mitigation in the Northeastern Area

($ Thousands)
FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
$3,621 $3,579 $3,667 $2,911

Future Direction:

e Use compacts/partners to share expertise and provide State programs in fire planning, meteorology, fire
behavior, prescribed fire, etc. to help facilitate large-scale fuel treatments. Build solid relationships with Area,
Regional, and National partners and communities to improve service delivery.

e Develop a public education/awareness outreach program for States focused on the benefits of prescribed fire
versus wildland fire to be available in public areas and high-density locations to inform and educate citizens,
landowners, and visitors within the Northeastern Area.

o Ensure that GIS-based Fire Protection WUI assessments have been completed in all 20 states and are being
used to support treatment of the worst conditions (Class 2 and 3 fuel loads) adjacent to high risk communities.

e Use an interdisciplinary team including Forest Health, Stewardship, Watershed, Urban, and Fire, to
facilitate/coordinate planning, and to include landscape scale treatment of high fuel load areas in all program /
project activities.
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