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Description: The Military Services manage nearly 30 million acres of diverse landscapes for training and 
testing. Managing the natural resources on these lands is critical to the military’s mission and important to 
maintaining the trust and support of the American people.  

On behalf of the US Forest Service, the Northeastern Area manages an Interagency Agreement with the 
US Army Environmental Command to help the Army and the other Military Services enhance training, 
mission readiness, and natural resources through forest stewardship.  
 
Key Natural Resources and Military Issues:  
 
• Military lands must be managed sustainably to provide realistic training and to conserve ecosystems.  
• Military lands are becoming islands of habitat for threatened and endangered species as development 

increases around installations. The Army protects 188 listed species on 102 installations. 
• The US Forest Service National Forest System provides important military training lands through 

special use authorizations. As military training needs change, this relationship will continue to evolve. 
• Adequate forest resource information and analysis are needed to manage and sustain training lands. 
 
Accomplishments: Through this initiative, approximately 200 Forest Service experts have assisted more 
than 60 installations. The Army and other Military Services fund these activities on a reimbursable basis.  
 
• Identified potential markets for low valued forest products including biomass. 
• Facilitated endangered species surveys for new training range construction at Fort Benning, GA. 
• Provided wildland and prescribed fire policy guidance to the Army that is consistent with US Forest 

Service and National Wildfire Coordinating Group policies. 
• Implemented NEPA, natural resource, and cultural resource projects for Army, Army National Guard, 

Air Force, and Marine Corps installations. 
• Prepared Army comments for Department of Defense on the Army Corps of Engineers and 

Environmental Protection Agency Wetland Regulation Rule (Section 404). 
• Provided environmental design criteria that saved $2,000,000 on a Fort Hood, TX training range. 
• Provided forest insect suppression assistance to Hill Air Force Base, UT. 
• Developed prescribed fire plans and conducted prescribed burns and fuel reduction projects at 

installations in New Hampshire, New York, Massachusettes, Colorado, and Florida.  
• Supported Marine Corps Camp Butler, Okinawa, Japan’s effort to establish fire resistant vegetation 

on firing ranges to reduce danger to nearby communities, and developed best management practices 
for road and construction projects. 

• Facilitated agreements between the Prescribed Fire Training Center and southeastern installations. 
• Assisted Army in developing natural resources implementation guidance. 
 
Future Direction: 

 • Support the Army and other Military Services in meeting military readiness challenges. 
• Provide assistance to the military in wildland and prescribed fire management. 
• Facilitate cooperation on US Forest Service lands used for military training. 
• Continue natural and cultural resources assistance to military installations.  
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