Many area-wide thinnings
simply take out the poor
trees and retain the good
ones.

Crop Tree Management requires you
to retain trees with the greatest
potential to fulfill the landowner's
goals. This often means removing
competing trees that would be
retained in area-wide thinnings.

IX. Timber Crop Tree Investment Analysis

Techni ques for estimatingi ndi vidual treevol uneswtha
cal cul at or areexpl ai nedi nAppendi XE, 77 mber G gp 7r ee
/nvest nemt Anal ysi's. i ngtheformul as gi ven, acal cul at or
W t hbusi ness anal yst feat ures, andappropri at el ocal

st unpage val ues, i ndi vi dual treeratesof returnandi ncone
nay readi | y becal cul at ed.

The Ti nber O op Tr ee | nvest nent Anal ysi s Sheet (sanpl e

i ncl udedi nAppendi X E) i sauseful tool for hel pi ngyou

eval uat ethefinanci a potential of anindivi dual tree.

(Mt e Areoradici B eversi ondf t hesheet canbef oundi nt hebackpocket of tfi s
abicariar)

X. Crop Tree Management versus Area-Wide
Thinning

What nakes O op Tr ee Managenent so di f f erent froman
area-w det hi nni ng? Q op Tr ee Managenent requi resyouto
focusattenti ononretai ningthosetreeswththegreat est
potenti al toproducespeci ficbenefitsconsi stent wththe

| andowner' spropertygoal s. Youareforcedtosingl eout and
rel easet hose"best" trees, whi chof t en neans r enovi ng sone
treesthat mght ordinarilybereta nedwhendoi nganarea-

w det hi nni ng.

Many ar ea-
w de

thi nni ngs

si npl y t ake
out t he poor
treesand
retainthe
good ones.
Frequently,
nar ki ngrul es
for these
treat nents
cdl for

renovi ngal |
hi gh-ri skand
poor-qual itytinber treesasafirst priority. Noattentionis
giventotherel easeof crowns. nthesurface, thesestands
usual | y | ook verygoodtoforesters, but cant hey produce
opt i numbenefi t s consi stent w t hl andowner obj ecti ves?



Wt h Q op Tr ee Managenent , t he nar ki ngrul es ar e changed.
Thedistributionof thecut treesnaybeverydifferent. The
firstprioritytreesfor renoval arethosethat areinterfering
w t ht he devel opnent of sel ectedcroptrees (Seefol d-out on

Page 56) .

Gonsequent |y, fromati niber product i on per specti ve, you nay
bel eavi ng sone undesi rabl eor hi gh-ri sktreesinthestand
andrenovi ngsonefairlygoodtrees becausetheyinhibit the
abilityof croptreestoproducebenefits.

Becauset hi ssystemi squitedifferent fromtraditi onal
practices, itisextrenelyinportant that thel ogger and/ or tree
feller bepart of the G op Tree Managenent t eam Acl ear
under st andi ng bet weent he | andowner, for est | and nanager ,
andtreefel | erisessential for successful appl i cationof the
practice. Thisisespecial lytrueif youaredoi ng"l eavetree"
nar ki ngrat her than"cut tree" nar ki ngbecausenany tree
fellersarenot current!|yexperi encedw t ht hi s approach.

Usi ngl eavetreenarking, croptreesareidentifiedwthpaint.
Treestobecut arenot pai nted. Thetreefel | er appliesa
crown-touchi ngrel easet oeachcroptree, cutti ngonl yt hose
treesw thcrownsthat t ouchandconpetew ththecroptree.
Not al | unnarkedtreesinthestandw || becut, especiallyif
rel ativel yfewcroptreesaredesi gnated. Anyrel easet hese
renai ni ngtreesrecei vei sinci dental , becauseit occursonlyas
aresul t of treesbei ngcut torel easethecroptrees.

Implementing a Crop Tree
Management prescription generally
means cutting the trees with crowns
that are competing with those of the
crop trees. If enough of the trees
that need to be cut are commercially
valuable, the treatment can produce
income for the landowner.

A clear understanding
between the landowner,
forestland manager, and
tree feller is essential for
successful application of
the Crop Tree
Management System.
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