VII. Visual Effects of Treatment

Wiendi scussi ngt he post -t r eat nent appear ance of t he st and
w ththel andowner, besuretotal kabout what todow ththe
mdstorytrees. WII theybecut or knocked downduringthe
treat nent operation? O, wll theyrenai nstandi ngto

provi defol i agei nthenmdst ory?

Gonsi deringonl ythevi sual effects, tocut or not tocut the
mdstoryisadeci sionthat can be nade based on | andowner
pr ef erence. Sonel andowner s pr ef er t he par k- | i ke appear ance
achi evedwhenthemdstoryisrenoved. G hersnaywant to
| eavethemdstorytreesstandi ngtoreducet heopen

appear ance of t he st and.

Anot her vi sual consi derationaffectingthedeci si oni sthehi gh
probabi | i tythat residual nidstorytreescoul depi cormc
branchprof usely. Generally, thesearel ow val uetrees
anyway, but t he presence of nany snal | treesw t hepi cormc
br anches nay beanaest heticliabilitytosonel andowners.

Because nost croptreesareinthenai ncrown canopy, m d-
storytreesareusual | ynot seriousconpetitors. However, if
est abl i shnent and devel opnent of regenerati oni spart of t he
Q op Tree Managenent prescription, | eavingmdstorytrees
nay critical | yaffect theregenerationprocess.

Shadefrommdst orytreesusual | y has ani nhi bi ti ngeffect on
devel opnent of anunderstory | ayer of vegetati on. Thi s may
be posi ti veor negat i ve, dependi ngupont he prescri pti on.

If establishment and
development of regenera-
tion is part of the Crop
Tree Management
prescription, leaving mid-
story trees may critically
affect the regeneration
process.

When this stand received a Crop
Tree Management treatment, the
midstory trees were cut. Some
landowners prefer the park-like
appearance obtained by removal of
the midstory.
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When midstory trees are not cut, the
slash and other evidence of
management is less visible.

Howt hewor ki s done al so has an ef f ect on post -t r eat nent
appear anceof thearea. |f conpetingtreesaregird edinstead
of felled, thereislessslashonthegroundfol | ow ng

conpl etionof thetreatnent. However, if thetreesaregird ed
toodeeply, theynayfal | over andhang-upi nstandi ngtrees.
Thi screatesanaest heticliabilitynoreoffensi vet hansl ash,
not tonenti ont hesaf ety hazardit poses.

G rdingwthacha nsawtoadept hof oneinchissufficient to
kill trees. Quttingdeeper, especia | yonsnal | trees, i ncreases
theprobabilitytheyw!| fal | over soonafter girdling.

Competing trees may be girdled
instead of felled. This provides
standing, dead, woody habitat for
some species of wildlife. It also
decreases the amount of slash on the
ground right after treatment.
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Timngof thecut i sanot her consideration. If fellingis
per f or ned duri ngt he grow ngseason, therew | | beabrown-
upeffect that i sveryapparent. Hwever, i f conpetingtrees
arefel l edduri ngt hedor nant season, therew || benol eaves
toturnbrown. Gnsequently, therew || bel ess contrast

bet weent he sl ashandt he st andi ngtrees.

I f conpetingtreesaregird ed, theseasonwhent heworkis
done nay have asi gni fi cant ef f ect onhowqui ckl ythetrees
di e and howappar ent thei r deat hi s. Many ri ng- por ous
speci esdi equi cklyif girdl edbet ween Jul y 15 and Sept enber
15 (see Appendi x Q) .

A thougha"qui ck kil I" may provi dethedesiredti nber and
wldifebenefit, it coul dbevi sual | yof fensi vet osone
| andowner s.

When competing trees are cut during
the growing season, the leaves turn
brown, increasing the visibility of the
treatment.

Access trails through the woody
debris can help make the treatment
mor e acceptable to the landowner.
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Immediately after treatment slash is
very prominent.

Near the end of the second growing
season, the understory vegetation
has reduced the visibility of the
slash.

When autumn arrives and leaves
begin to fall, the slash and under-
story blend together in appearance.

Winter snows tend to focus attention
on the overstory where individual
trees contrast with the white
surroundings.

The appear ance of treat ed st ands changesrapi d yw thti ne.
Thef ol | ow ng scenes showhowqui ckl y t he sl ash| oses
promnenceasit settlestothegroundandunderstory
vegetationgrowsthroughit.

The yel | ow popl ar st and pi ct uredi s bei ng nanaged f or
tiner production. It recei vedaheavy dor nant - season cut ,
whi chwas fi nancedw t ht he assi st ance of acost - share
program Noti nber product s wererenovedfromthe area,
sot herewas adenseconcentrationof sl ashi rmedi atel y after
cutting. Mdstorytreeswerefel l edtoachi eveapark-1ike
appear ancei nt he st and.

As you can see f romt he phot ogr aphs, t he season of t he year
canal soaf f ect howt hel andowner and ot her forest visitors
nay per cei ve a O op Tr ee Managenent t r eat nent .



