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Governor Markell Announces $4 Million Award
from U.S. Forest Service to Preserve Forestland

Dover — To celebrate Arbor Day, Governor Jack Markell announced a $4 million award from
the U.S. Forest Service on behalf of Delaware’s “Green Horizons Project,” a multi-phase

effort to protect forestland in Sussex County. Kathryn P. Maloney, Area Director for the U.S.
Forest Service, presented a “check” on behalf of the federal Forest Legacy Program, which is

designed to prevent environmentally sensitive forest lands from conversion to non-forest use.

“This award validates our fine efforts in forestry and speaks to the substance of how we are
protecting Delaware land that has ecological value,” said Governor Jack Markell. “Trees are
important from an environmental and economic perspective. They give us shade and they
give us vital wood products for our homes and businesses. They are renewable, reusable, and

recyclable - the pinnacle of “green” technology.”

With this latest grant, Delaware has received almost $15 million from the U.S. Forest
Service's Forest Legacy Program since 2004. Combined with state and private funding,
Delaware has been able to protect 2,908 acres of forestland in Sussex County in the past six

years. State officials hope to announce a future land or easement purchase in the next year.

According to Delaware’s Acting Forestry Administrator Michael A. Valenti, the Green
Horizons properties are Delaware's top priority for protection because they are the only
remaining working forest lands owned in the state by a forest products company. This
company is selling off all of their Delaware land holdings (approx. 9,000 forested acres)
within the next few years. The Green Horizons Project specifically addresses the urgent need

to protect these forests from development through phased purchases of key properties.
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History of the Green Horizons Project:

FUNDING HISTORY

Forest Legacy Program FY 2010 Funding $ 4,000,000
FY 2010 Non—Federal Cost Share $ 1,333,000

FY 2010 Project Costs $ 5,333,000

FY 2010 Project Acres 584

Forest Legacy Funding to Date $ 14,925,000
Total Project Costs $ 25,011,903
Total Project Acres 2,908

GREEN HORIZONS PROJECT HISTORY

Tract FLP Non—Fed
Tract Name (acres) Cost Funding Cost Share Status
Green Horizons Phase | 908 $ 4,800,000 $1,000,000 $2,806,000 Completed 2004
$ 994,000
Green Horizons Phase |1 448 $ 3,030,000 $1,975,000 $1,055,000 Completed 2005
Green Horizons Phase |11 88 $ 1,500,000 $ 986,000 $514,000 Completed 2007
Green Horizons Phase 1V 240 $ 3,700,000 $1,970,000 $1,730,000 Completed 2007
Green Horizons Phase V 348 $ 3,981,903 $2,000,000 $1,981,903 Completed 2008
Green Horizons Phase VI 292 $ 2,667,000 $ 2,000,000 $ 667,000 Funded 2009
Green Horizons Phase VII 584 $ 5,333,000 $4,000,000 $1,333,000 Funded 2010
Total 2,908 $ 25,011,903 $ 14,925,000 $ 10,086,903
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: Redden/Ellendale Forest Legacy Area - Other Forest Conservation Easements
" Green Horizons Phase | Project - NGO Lands

Green Horizons Phase Il Project State Fish & Wildlife Lands (DNREC)
- Green Horizons Phase llI-IV Projects - State Forest Lands (DDA)
- Green Horizons Phase V Project - Forested Areas

Green Horizons Phase VI-VII Projects - Municipal Boundaries

Other Green Horizons Properties /" Major Roads
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Governor Markell also honored the children in grades K-5 who won Delaware's Annual
Arbor Day School Poster Contest. This year’s theme was “Trees Are Terrific...And Energy
Wise.” Fifth-grade student Spring Vasey of Lincoln was honored for being Delaware's
Representative to the National Arbor Day Foundation Contest and Alyse Lanette of Glasgow
Christian Academy in Bear was honored as the winner of Delaware's statewide contest for
grades K-4.

Governor Markell also recognized Delaware's 13 Tree City USA communities, an annual
certification for municipalities who meet the criteria established by the National Arbor Day
Foundation for enhancing their urban forests. Delaware Tree City USA cities are:

New Castle County:
Delaware City 8 years

Newark 9 years
Odessa 8 years
Wilmington 17 years
Kent County:

Dover 21 years
Dover Air Base 18 years
Milford 7 years
Smyrna 7 years

Sussex County:

Dagsboro 3 years
Fenwick Island 5 years
Lewes 9 years
Ocean View 4 years

Rehoboth Beach 20 years
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