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preparedness-planning model for Federal 
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Northeast Forest Fire Protection Compact
Mid-Atlantic Interstate Forest Fire Protection Compact
Great Lakes Forest Fire Compact
Big Rivers Forest Fire Management Compact
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Northeastern Interagency 
Dispatch Center
August, ME
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Field Rep.
Laconia, NH

NA Headquarters
Newtown Square, PA

Eastern Area 
Coordination Center
Ft. Snelling, MN
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owned forest land in the 20 
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as being at risk to wildfire

There were 13,700+ human 
caused ignitions (23% of the 
national total)
Over 2100 communities listed 
as being at risk to wildfire



USDA FOREST SERVICE State and Private ForestryUSDA FOREST SERVICE State and Private Forestry

Northeastern Area StatisticsNortheastern Area Statistics

What percentage of the total U.S. population 
lives in the Northeastern Area?  

43%
Of the 26,500 fire departments in the U.S., 
how many protect populations smaller than 
10,000 in the 20 Northeastern States?  

13,554
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They are first 
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Local fire agencies are 
a critical part of 
Homeland Security 
Presidential Directive 5
The GAO and National 
Academy of Public 
Administrators say we 
must use them to be 
cost effective
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The estimated 
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Federal, State, and 
local governments 
in the Northeast for 
wildfire suppression 
provided by VFDs: 

$687 million
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Trained and equipped VFDs save money
Must be trained and coordinated
Incorporated into local Incident Management 
Team structure
Common radio communications

www.napawash.org/pc_management_studies/ongoing_suppression.html
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The services provided by VFDs are 
not getting any easier.
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In 2006, a ½-acre 
wildfire in rural 
Maryland burned two 
homes and one 
structure and damaged 
a third home, resulting 
in $500,000 in losses
Every year, 100 to 200 
of the 800+ homes and 
structures burned by 
wildfires in the nation 
are in NA
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Residential expansion 
is exponential into the 
forested and rural 
areas of the Northeast 
protected by VFDs
Each year, more than 
15,700 wildfires occur 
in the NA, burning 
175,700 acres
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By 2020, local fire agencies serving 
communities of 10,000 or fewer in the 
Northeast will be capable of protecting their 
communities from all hazards and 
cooperating with State and Federal agencies 
on any incident of significance.
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6,703 fire departments were assisted
2,089 grants were awarded totaling $3,691,325
$6,308,825 in equipment was secured
Loaned property worth more than $12 million 
and passed title on more than $4 million
6 new fire departments were established
12,620 firefighters were trained (estimated to 
be 250,000+ in the Northeast)

6,703 fire departments were assisted
2,089 grants were awarded totaling $3,691,325
$6,308,825 in equipment was secured
Loaned property worth more than $12 million 
and passed title on more than $4 million
6 new fire departments were established
12,620 firefighters were trained (estimated to 
be 250,000+ in the Northeast)



USDA FOREST SERVICE State and Private ForestryUSDA FOREST SERVICE State and Private Forestry

New HampshireNew Hampshire

Stratham, NH
Vehicle purchased by 
town
VFA - $2,000
Volunteer Fire 
Association - $2,000
Unit responds more 
than 450 times each 
year
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Integrated response to 
wildland fires
Mock exercises
Structure Zone Mapping
VFDs cooperate on 
education and outreach
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OhioOhio

Hazard Mitigation Grant 
program
Assists VFDs in 
enhancing WUI 
prevention and 
preparedness
50/50 matching, cash or 
in kind
14 grants totaling $26,000 
to VFDs in high-hazard 
areas of the State
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Wildland PPE program
Ohio has more than 800 
rural fire departments 
that respond to most of 
the wildland fires
VFDs have limited 
funds to purchase 
wildland PPE
Ohio uses VFA funds 
and matches with State 
dollars to fund the PPE 
grant program
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IowaIowa

FEPP ProgramFEPP Program
VFD Investment = $2,500

Current Value = $200,000
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West VirginiaWest Virginia

Wildland fire training and 
testing
Increases Division of 
Forestry capacity to fight 
wildland fires in and out of 
the State
390 firefighters 
trained since 2003 
from 83 departments, 
WVU, and WV 
Air National Guard
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VermontVermont

Vermont Rural Fire Protection Task ForceVermont Rural Fire Protection Task Force

Dry hydrant installation
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Rural Fire Council is 
developing the “next 
steps” for Connecticut—to 
teach VFDs how to utilize 
all of the resources 
available to improve rural 
fire protection
Workshop to introduce 
VFDs to Insurance 
Services Organization 
(ISO) and grant sources; 
will serve as a model for 
NA States and VFDs
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VFD/National ForestVFD/National Forest

White Mountain National Forest: 
Currently has six agreements 
with local fire departments for fire 
suppression

Prescribed fire – cooperative 
operations

Bartlett VFD – was part of the 
burn plan and provided 
structure protection in a   
300-home subdivision 
adjacent to the fire.

NENF frequently recruit seasonal 
employees from local VFDs. 
Provides:

Wildland fire training for local 
firefighters
Skill building for NF and VFD 
on structural and wildfire
Relationship building
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Concluding RemarksConcluding Remarks

Wildland fire problems will increase
Local fire departments are critical for the 
protection of people, resources, and property
Investments made in VFDs provide big 
returns 
As the first line of defense, VFDs should be 
incorporated into all aspects of emergency 
response
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For more information about 
U.S. Housing Density Change, 1940-2030, 

please contact:

For more information about 
U.S. Housing Density Change, 1940-2030, 

please contact:

Susan I. Stewart 
sistewart@fs.fed.us
USDA Forest Service 
North Central Research Station
1033 University Ave., Suite 360
Evanston, IL 60201
847.866.9311 ext. 13

Roger B. Hammer 
Rhammer@facstaff.wisc.edu
Dept. of Rural Sociology
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Madison, WI  53703
608.263.2989

Volker C. Radeloff
Radeloff@facstaff.wisc.edu
Dept. of Forest Ecology & Management
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Madison, WI  53703
608.293.4349

Contact InformationContact Information
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Contact:  
Billy Terry
610-557-4145
bterry@fs.fed.us

Jan Polasky
610-557-4144
jpolasky@fs.fed.us

NA Web site: www.na.fs.fed.us

mailto:bterry@fs.fed.us
mailto:bterry@fs.fed.us
mailto:jpolasky@fs.fed.us
mailto:jpolasky@fs.fed.us

	What if a Wildfire Happens�in Your Back Yard?
	Contents
	The FS and DOI 10 Year Comprehensive Strategy
	Northeastern Area
	What is the percentage of federally �owned forest land in the 20 Northeastern States?
	How Many Human Caused Fires Occurred within NA in 2006
	Northeastern Area Statistics
	Why are VFDs important?
	What is the value of free services that VFDs contribute annually?
	Northeast Wildfire Facts
	Findings of the National Academy of Public Administration Report, Dec. 2003
	The services provided by VFDs are �not getting any easier.
	NA Wildland Fire Facts
	Northeastern Area Goal
	Volunteer Fire Assistance in the Northeastern Area in 2006
	New Hampshire
	Wisconsin
	Ohio
	Ohio
	Iowa
	West Virginia
	Vermont
	VFD/National Forest
	Concluding Remarks
	For more information about �U.S. Housing Density Change, 1940-2030, �please contact:
	For More Information

