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Protecting Young Trees from Cicadas: Keep Them Under Wrap 

 
MORGANTOWN, W.Va.— Any day now, residents of eastern Ohio, southwestern 

Pennsylvania, western Virginia, and most of West Virginia will have to contend with a 6-

week chorus of Brood V cicadas. These periodical cicadas emerge every 17 years in the 

spring when soil temperatures warm to about 64° at 7 inches below the soil surface. Data 

from past emergences suggest that we can expect to see the cicadas starting sometime 

around May 23.  

 While mature trees and shrubs usually handle even dense emergences without long-

lasting effects, the same cannot be said of young or small trees and shrubs. Cicadas may 

cause physical damage to these plants if too many feed on them or lay eggs in their twigs. 

Such damage can cause "flagging" (breaking) of peripheral twigs. 

 You can protect vulnerable trees and shrubs from cicadas by covering them with an 

agricultural netting of ¼-inch mesh or less. Mesh sizes larger than ¼ inch will afford little 

protection because cicadas can get through it. Covering younger trees and shrubs with a 

mesh netting allows air to continue flowing and precipitation to reach the plant while 

protecting the plant. 

 One method of wrapping trees is the “lollipop” method. Drape the mesh over the tree 

like a wrapper over a lollipop. Then take small zip ties to knit the open sides together. 

Gather the mesh at the base of the tree using a larger zip tie to fit the circumference of the 

tree. The mesh can be removed in late June or July after the cicadas have gone. 

 The cicada serenade will last until mid-June or later. The Web site Periodical Cicadas 

has an up-to-date map of cicada sightings and information on cicada Broods and citizen 

science projects. 

###  

Photo: cicada netting.jpg 
Caption: “Lollipop” method of protecting young trees from cicadas. (Photo: Al Steele, 
USDA Forest Service) 
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