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Chesapeake partners celebrate the benefits of forests in 2011

ANNAPOLIS, Md.— The U.N. has proclaimed 2011 as the International Year of Forests
to raise global awareness of the urgent need to conserve forest resources and highlight their
importance in everyday life. The official kick-off for the event was held in New York City
last week with delegates from around the world. The U.S. Forest Service and Chesapeake
Bay partners are providing opportunities for local citizens to get involved throughout the year
(www.forestryforthebay.org/iyof).

“The International Year of Forests provides an excellent platform to increase
awareness of the connections between healthy forests, ecosystems, people and
economies. It also is an opportunity to celebrate our accomplishments, reach out to new
audiences, and work with partners across all landscapes,” said Forest Service Chief Tom
Tidwell.

The Chesapeake Bay’s watershed encompasses more than 64,000 square miles in
Delaware, Maryland, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia, and the District
of Columbia, and is home to 17 million people. Forests and trees play a crucial role in
sustaining clean water, clean air, vital habitat, and healthy communities. Forests in the
bay watershed are lost at a rate of 100 acres per day. In addition to development,
Chesapeake forests face numerous threats such as invasive species, fragmentation, and
overabundant deer populations.

“In this International Year of Forests, we should all remember that healthy forests
make important contributions to a clean and healthy Chesapeake Bay,” said Alliance for
the Chesapeake Bay Executive Director Jim Mosher.
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Fortunately, many partners are working to promote trees and forests in the region.
Progress has been made in conserving forests, restoring forests along streams, and
expanding urban tree cover. Fifty-eight percent of the watershed is still forested and the
vast majority, 90 percent, consists of citizen-owned, small forested lots. It will take the
combined effort of individuals, citizen groups and government agencies to sustain forests
and the benefits they provide to local communities and watersheds.

Bay partners have created a calendar of public events and other resources to help
people celebrate our own Chesapeake forests throughout 2011. One example in Maryland
IS a recreational opportunity to discover new International Year of Forests geo-caches at
Big Tree sites around the state. People can also participate in the first annual Chesapeake
Forest Champion contest, honoring individuals and organizations that make the biggest

positive impact on Chesapeake forests. Visit www.forestryforthebay.org/iyof to learn

more about these events.

The goal of the Chesapeake Bay partners is to use the U.N.’s declaration of the
International Year of Forests to highlight the good work being done in communities
throughout the watershed to benefit trees. Revisit the Web site to stay current on ways to

learn and get involved in activities that will help restore the watershed and the bay.
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Note to Editor: You can use the Web site link in your community calendar section to

connect your readers to local events.

U.N. International Year of Forests http://www.un.org/en/events/iyof2011/
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