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Workshops in Princeton, WV, and Raleigh, NC,
Benefit Businesses in Wood Products Industry

PRINCETON, WVa— North Carolina State University Wood Products Extension and
the U.S. Forest Service Wood Education and Resource Center (WERC) are offering a
number of workshops from March through June for businesses in the wood products
industry.

A Drying Hardwood Lumber — Improving Lumber Quality workshop is scheduled
for March 26 at the WERC facility and May 21 at North Carolina State University in
Raleigh, NC. This workshop covers the key methods for drying lumber flat, free of stain,
with the bright color needed in today’s competitive lumber markets. Dry kiln schedules
that use low temperatures and wider wet bulb depressions will be covered. Updates on
oak drying techniques as well as drying minor hardwood species will also be addressed.

North Carolina State University will host a Hardwood Lumber Grading Short Course
May 12 through May 14. This workshop is both an introduction to and refresher course
for the National Hardwood Lumber Association’s grading rules. The course covers log
quality and how to process lumber for maximum value. Attendees of this hands-on course
will gain experience in flipping lumber and using tally sticks.

A workshop on using 3-D SketchUp (3-D SKU) design software to gain efficiency
and profits for wood products will occur May 14 at the WERC facility. SketchUp is free,
3-D surface modeling software offered by Google. It is useful to marketers, designers,
and manufacturers of cabinets, furniture, and millwork products. The workshop covers
how to draw component parts and assemble them into a 3-D SKU item that can be shown
to prospects and customers. The complementary version of this software does not transfer
drawing files to computer numerical control (CNC) machinery.

-MORE-



Workshop Series page 2

A workshop on how to use 3-D solid model design software for wood products is
scheduled for June 11 at Catawba Valley Community College in Hickory, NC. Software
packages include Solid Edge and Solid Works, which can transfer data files to CNC
machinery. The 3-D models created using this software can be used by marketers,
designers, and manufacturers to communicate with prospects, clients, and vendors.

The final workshop will be held at WERC on June 18. Profitable Business
Opportunities for Solid Lumber Cabinets, Furniture, and Millwork discusses how to use
solid lumber glued panels and rip strips to create cabinets, furniture, and millwork in a
profitable business. Design and marketing concepts are covered that apply to local,
regional, national, and international markets.

The registration fee for all workshops is $45 with the exception of the Hardwood
Lumber Grading Short Course, which has a registration fee of $250.

Contact Harry Watt at (704) 880-5034 or by e-mail (harry_watt@ncsu.edu) to

register for a workshop.

The Wood Education and Resource Center is located in Princeton, WVa. It is
administered by the U.S. Forest Service, Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry
unit. The Center works with the forest products industry to encourage and support
sustainable forest products production in the eastern hardwood forest region. WERC
provides state-of-the-art training, technology transfer, networking opportunities, applied

research, and information. Visit www.na.fs.fed.us/werc for more information about the

Center.
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