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U.S. Forest Service to host workshop on use of woody 
biomass in combined heat and power (CHP) systems 

 
PRINCETON, WVa—The U.S. Forest Service Wood Education and Resource Center in 

Princeton, WVa, will host a 1-day workshop on October 25, 2011, on combined heat and 

power (CHP) systems with an emphasis on the use of woody biomass as an opportunity 

fuel. 

 The workshop will focus on four major benefits of CHP: Cost savings, emissions 

reduction, reliability, and national security.  Specific topics that will be covered in the 

workshop include: CHP system components, facility suitability of CHP systems, utilizing 

woody biomass, estimating financial payback, and Federal and State incentive programs. 

 CHP is the simultaneous production of electrical power and useful thermal energy 

from a single fuel source. Given a facility with appropriate thermal and electric load 

profiles, a CHP system utilizing such fuels can substantially reduce a site’s total energy 

expenditures and simultaneously reduce its total carbon footprint. 

The course is cosponsored by the Wood Education and Resource Center, Penn State 

College of Engineering, U.S. Department of Energy Mid-Atlantic Clean Energy 

Application Center, PennTAP, AFS Energy Systems, and Wilson Engineers.  There is no 

charge to attend the workshop; however, registration is required. For more information, 

contact Bill Valentine, (wjv3@psu.edu, 215-353-3319).  Additional information and 

registration can be found at http://www.research.psu.edu/events/chp-workshop-wv/.  

The Wood Education and Resource Center is located in Princeton, WVa. It is 

administered by the U.S. Forest Service, Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry. 

The Center works with the forest products industry on sustainable forest products 

production in the 35 States of the eastern hardwood forest region. WERC provides state-

of-the-art training, technology transfer, networking opportunities, applied research, and 

information. Visit www.na.fs.fed.us/werc for more information. 
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