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Northeastern Area’s Own, Wins Coveted National FLP Award

Annually, U.S. Forest Service Regional and National Forest Legacy Program (FLP)
managers recognize an outstanding State FLP Coordinator with a Conservation
Excellence Award. Susan Francher, the New Hampshire State FLP Coordinator,
received this year's award. Northeastern Area Forest Legacy Specialist Neal Bungard
presented the award “for outstanding achievement and dedication to forest conservation
at the 2009 Society of American Foresters Granite State Division Winter Meeting on
February 13, 2009, in Waterville Valley, NH.

Neal described how Susan met the three award criteria. First, she’s a leader nationally
by serving on FLP task forces and teams.

Second, Susan runs an efficient and effective program. New Hampshire has protected
215,104 forested acres (second in the Nation) from conversion to other uses, using
almost $31,000,000 in FLP funds. Almost all NH projects are completed within a 2-year
timeframe.

Finally, Susan provides leadership and guidance to other state managers. She risks new
procedures, is often the first to delve into a new requirement, and never hesitates to
share lessons learned with fellow state FLP coordinators.

Upon receiving the award, Susan said to the crowd of more than 150 attendees, “l am
shocked and grateful for this recognition. Without the help and support of our many
partners, who bring us excellent projects and work tirelessly as project sponsors, the
New Hampshire Forest Legacy Program wouldn't be the success that it is. Thank you.”

FY 2009 Forest Legacy Appropriations Passed

President Obama signed the “Omnibus Appropriations Act, 2008” into law on March 11,
2009. The law includes funding for 27 Forest Legacy projects in 24 states. These
projects are funded to promote traditional forest uses on important forest land that
otherwise could convert to non-forest uses. Along with administration funds, the total
FY2009 budget for FLP is $57,445,000. This total includes $49,445,000 of fiscal year
2009 appropriations and the use of $8,000,000 in prior year funds. The Northeastern
Area share of the project funds for FY2009 is more than half the entire appropriation
totaling $31,235,000 for 13 projects in 11 States.

Administration Change Delays President’s FY2010 FLP Budget Request

Normally the upcoming Federal Fiscal Year’'s (FY) budget is released by the president
on the first Monday of February. Typically, the request includes a Forest Legacy project
list for the next FY. The change in administration that occurred on January 20, 2009
allowed insufficient time to release a detailed budget. A budget blueprint was released in
February identifying broad funding objectives; a more detailed budget is expected to be
released in May. The President’s budget is typically released on the White House web
site.



Recently Completed FLP Projects

Massachusetts Quabbin Corridor Connection Conservation Campaign Completed
The recording of a conservation restriction (CR) on town-owned land around
Petersham’s Davenport Pond on January 30, 2009, marked the successful completion of
Massachusetts FLP Quabbin Corridor Connection (QCC) Project. The Davenport Pond
tract conveyance joined 17 other completed tracts, which protects a total of 1,690 acres
over a 9-mile expanse of rolling hills and waterways in Phillipston, Petersham, and Barre
in north central Massachusetts. From January 8-30, 2009, 10 tracts of the QCC Project
were completed, protecting the final 550+/- acres. In the addition to the Davenport Pond
tract, Petersham landowners John Ewing, Charles Buell and Abigail Rorer, and Wanda
Dickson had CR’s acquired that are now held by the Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation (DCR), Division of Water Supply Protection. Four other
parcels along East Street, owned by the heirs of George Reid, Sr., were sold directly to
the Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game (DFG). In Phillipston, Mount Grace
Land Conservation Trust (MGLCT) had a CR acquired on its Fox Valley Conservation
Area, and a CR was purchased on a neighboring property owned by Karl Lindblad. Most
of the landowners participating in the project made either bargain sales or outright gifts
of their CRs to make up the majority of the cost share for the project. Other project
partners included Harvard Forest and the Massachusetts Audubon Society. The
$6,271,000 project was funded in part by $2,710,000 in FLP grants.

In New York, T Mountain stands for Recreation and Drinking Water Protection

The Ticeteneyck Mountain (aka T-Mountain) Project encompasses 448 acres of land in
the New York City Watershed, which was established to protect the drinking water
supply for millions of New York City residents. On November 25, 2008, the New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) purchased T-Mountain from
Chase Highland LLC with help from the FLP. T-Mountain is within the drainage basin of
Ashokan Reservoir in the New York City Watershed. The Catskill 2-reservoir system was
constructed in the early part of the 20™century, and composed of the Schoharie and the
Ashokan reservoirs. These reservoirs supply, on average, 40 percent of the New York
City's daily water supply. The acquisition of the property by the DEC provides public
hiking opportunities to the top of T- Mountain. FLP funds in the amount of $500,000 were
released on January 16, 2009, after all FLP standards had been met. In addition to the
FLP funds the DEC provided $1,470,000 in the purchase of the property.

Brushwood Community Forest Improves the Quality of Life in Vermont

Who wouldn’t want to live near the Brushwood Community Forest? The land links the
municipal forests of Bradford and Fairlee, VT, to create a 2,550-acre block of
contiguous, municipally-owned forest near Lake Morey and Lake Fairlee, and within 3
miles of the Connecticut River. The Brushwood Community Forest (aka West Fairlee
Community Forest) was officially created as West Fairlee, VT, took ownership of 474
acres of forest land with the help of the FLP. The Trust for Public Land (TPL) had
previously acquired three forest tracts from private landowners to hold the properties to
allow for completion of the project. The Town of West Fairlee then purchased the
properties from TPL. On January 26, 2009, the forest was permanently protected from
development by conservation easements held by the Vermont Department of Forests,
Parks and Recreation (FPR). The easements were acquired with $631,000 in FLP funds
and will be cost shared with a fee acquisition on a tract that will not use any FLP funds.



Other organizations involved included the West Fairlee Conservation Commission, the
Bradford Conservation Commission and the Rivendell Trail Association

Holy Hills! Last Chance Landscape Conserved in Wisconsin

Three properties at the base of the Carmelite Friars Holy Hill were protected with FLP
conservation easements from October-December, 2008. Wisconsin acquired 3
conservation easements — 74 acres from Mark and Renee Beeler, 35 acres from Peter
and Catherine Whelan and 89 acres from Joseph and Barbara Kohler — for a project
total of 198 acres. A forest buffer now protects the larger Holy Hill forest from the effects
of subdivision development that is occurring nearby. The Holy Hill woods have been
nominated by Scenic America as a “last chance landscape” because the woods are one
of the largest contiguous forests remaining in southeastern Wisconsin. Holy Hill is not
only home to magnificent woodlands but also home to the Basilica of Holy Hill, which
attracts 300,000 visitors annually, many of whom take in the breath-taking views and
wander the grounds. On February 6, 2009, $1,975,000 of FLP funds were released to
Wisconsin after all FLP standards had been met. The project cost share totaling
$1,156,000 occurred through landowner donations and funds from Wisconsin’s Knowles-
Nelson Stewardship fund.



