The border between New York,

M assachusetts, and southern Vermont isthe
Taconic Ridge, anearly unbroken wildemess
that has many vaues, including asignificant
biologcd, scenic, and timber resource. T his ridgeis
well known for its tremendous views and
recrestiona opportunities like hiking, hunting, and
nature observation.

“The protection of these tracts are anexcdlent
example of how State and Federal
governments, and a not-for-profit entity, the
Trust For Public Land, can work together to
protect and maintain forests for future
generations.”

Jim Beil, New York Assistant State Forester

A magor attraction for outdoor recreationa
enthusiasts in the areais the Taconic Ridge Crest
Trail, running 30 miles from North Pownal,
Vermont, to Pittsfield, M assachusetts, jumping
between the Sates of New York, Vermont, and
M assachusetts in its winding path along the scenic
Taconic Ridgeline.
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The Fox and Pownal Tanning tracts on the Taconic Fadge(lmhebadground)
will continue to provide both scenic and recreational opportunitieswith thehdp

Photo by DeirdreRaimo

of the Forest Legacy Program.
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Land protection efforts have occurred dong the
trail and theridgein dl three Satesto preservethe
scenic beauty and rura character of thearea. On
December 29, 1997, the Sate of New York added
two significant pieces of ridge lands abuttingthe
Sates of Vermont and New York to the protection
effort with two full fee purchases. This prize
acquisition in thefirst year of the Sate Grant
Legacy option secures the northern terminus of the
Taconic Ridge Crest Trall.

M ultiple groups worked together for the
protection of the Fox and Powna Tanningtracts.
Jim Bell, Assistant Sate Forester, commated,“The
protection of thesetracts are an excdlent example
of how State and Federa governments, and a not-
for-profit entity, the Trust For Public Land, can
work together to protect and maintain forests for
future generations.”

The 100-acre Fox tract was purchased by the
Saeof New York with $50,000 in Forest Legacy
funds. The adjacent 278-acre Powna Tanningtract
was purchased by the Sate with $81,000 in Forest
Legacy funds. The State of New York aso proviced
$131,000 in funds to purchase both tracts from the
Trust for Public Land, which
had purchased the land and hdd
it until the Sate could acquire
thefundingto protect the land.

The Forest Legacy Program
protects important forests from
conversion to nonforest uses.
These forests provide essentia
wildlife habitat, protect water
quality, offer outstanding
recregtion opportunities, afford
outstanding scenic views, are
hometo historic sites, and/or
provide the opportunity to
continue traditiona forest uses
A Federd-Sate partnership
alows landowners to keep ther
land private while ensuringit
remains forest forever through
the use of conservation
easements.
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