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Uticaand Rome, New York, 119 acreson theTwy

Hill Plateau was dedicated to open space. OnApril
21, 1997, landowner Judson Brown received $120,000
from the UDA Forest Service to protect thetract's
scenic and recreational values by halting devdopment,
and allowing for commercial forestry.

“My grandparents and uncle planted treeson the
property over 70 yearsago”, said Judson Brown.“ My
grandmother contracted the firg thinning in 1956, and
| oversaw the second thinningin 1976.”

Originally, the New York Sate Department of
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) advisedthe
forest management work; later advice was provided
by aprivate consultant forester. “ T he project aeahad
management work done over the years and presently
shows podtive results,” says Gary Miller NY DEC
Forester. “ Forest management will continue under a
forest sewardship plan, remarked Dick Ackerman, a
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I n the face of development pressure from nearby

Planted red pine stand on the Brown property, immediately after thinning—21992.

Forest Service official who worked on this project.
“Thus, in keeping with the aim of the Forest Legacy
Program, thisforest will remain aworking forest.”

It all sarted when Mr. Brown'suncle, Sheldon
Judson, Jr., became concerned at the potential for
development of the area. He and his nephews donaed
easements on their own properties. Neighbors
followed slit and placed easements on their respettive
properties. T he resulting 200 acres of privatelandthat
went under easements became the Trenton Greenlit.

The greenbelt has a designated trail system that is
maintained by volunteers. Tug Hill Tomorrow, Inc,a
regional land trust incorporated in 1991, holdsthe
easements and monitorsthe tracts. T he town of
Trenton ownsone parcel that hasa parking areato
alow for accessto these private lands.

“I thought it was terific that someone had
thought up a program like this We wanted to
keep our land open and practice foredry on it,
and the Fores Legacy Program was right in
linewith what we wanted.”

Judson Brown Landowner

Tug Hill Tomorrow told Mr. Brown about the
Forest Legacy Program. “ My brother and | werenot in
apostion to donate easementson al our property,
Brown said. “ | thought it wasterrific that someone
had thought up a program like this. We wanted to

o keep our land open and practice forestry on
it, andthe Forest Legacy Program wasright
in linewith what we wanted.”

T he Brown easement protects gringstha
feed Ninemile Creek, and the watershed for
the Village of Holland Patent. Under the
easement, opportunitiesfor hiking andskiing
would continue to be available to the public.

“The program isagreat opportunity for
open space protection,” says Doug Wilson,
NY DEC Real Property Supervisor, who
worked on the project. “ T he Browns were
good patient people to work with. T herealt
isaposdtive public opportunity.”

Tug Hill Tomorrow has agreed with
NY SDEC to monitor the Brown tract, which
entailsvidtingthetract at least once ayea.

The Forest Legacy Program protects
important forestsfrom converson to
nonforest uses. Important forests are those that
provide critical wildlife habitat; protect water quality,
offer outstanding recreation opportunities, afford
outstanding scenic views, are hometo higtoric stes,
and/or provide the opportunity to continue tradtiond
forest uses. A Federal-Sate partnership allows
landownersto keep their land private while ensuingis
remainsforest forever.
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