Communities at Risk and Community Wildfire Protection Plans
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Description: 
In June 2003, the National Association of State Foresters developed guidance for identifying and prioritizing communities at risk in order to clarify the intention and process identified in the Implementation Plan for the 10 Year Comprehensive Strategy.  It is from this process that states and federal agencies are advised to prioritize hazard mitigation projects and initiate the development of Community Wildfire Protection Plans with communities. 

Community Wildfire Protection Plans are authorized and defined in Title I of the Healthy Forests Restoration Act (HFRA) passed by Congress on November 21, 2003, and signed into law by President Bush on December 3.  The HFRA is the legislative component of President Bush’s Healthy Forests Initiative.  Title I of the HFRA authorizes the Secretaries of Agriculture and the Interior to expedite the development and implementation of hazardous fuel reduction projects on federal lands managed by the USDA Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management, when they meet certain conditions.  The wildland-urban interface (WUI) is one of the identified priority areas that qualify for the use of these expedited environmental review authorities.

Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs) represent the best opportunity we have to address the challenges of the Wildland/Urban Interface (WUI) in a way that brings about comprehensive and locally supported solutions.  The long-term success of CWPPs will require dedicated and focused leadership along with meaningful collaboration by all partners.  It is important that agency and organizational leaders understand and demonstrate commitment to the unique roles they play in producing and implementing effective CWPPs. The overall goal in identifying communities at risk and developing CWPPs is - through collaboration with communities and state, local and federal agencies - to reduce the threat of wildland fires to communities and to maintain a reduced risk level.

Key Issues: 

· All NA States have a quality, baseline assessment to identify communities at risk.
· All NA States are making progress in the development and implementation of CWPPs.

Accomplishments: 
Throughout the Northeastern Area, the states are at various stages in both the identification of communities at risk and the development of Community Wildfire Protection Plans. Thirteen states are actively involved in working with communities at risk to develop Community Wildfire Protection Plans.  In all, more than 114 plans have been completed by the Northeastern Area states.
Future Direction:

Fire and Aviation Management (F&AM) will continue to support efforts by updating states regarding CWPP activities in NA and nationally; providing technical guidance in the development and implementation of CWPPs; and providing technical support to state programs. 
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