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WOOD UTILIZATION
Where We Were… Where We Are… Where We Are Going…



Where We Were…
How many dead trees are we talking about?

$

Where is all of this wood going to go?

Isn’t there ANY good news?$

How much is this going to cost?



Primary Partners:

• SE MI RC&D Council
• US Forest Service
• Michigan DNR

Creating the 
Ash Utilization 
Options Project

Plan of Attack:

• Characterize & Secure 
the Wood

• Identify Products & 
Processors

• Locate & Develop 
Markets

Strategies:

• Research
• Demonstrations
• Trainings
• Outreach
• Networking



• Find VALUE (wood ≠ waste)

• Demonstrate safe use

• Better disaster response

• Use EAB as catalyst for 
urban wood recovery

• Reduce disposal costs

• Strengthen wood industries

• Create positive outcome 
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2005
SE Michigan 

Wood Residue 
Inventory

2,600 companies
7.5 million cu yds/yr 

Disposal cost = $8.8 million
28% landfilled

SE Michigan Urban Wood:
both “green” & “brown”

So, how much wood is that, anyway?...

Enough to fill 354 football fields 10 ft deep!



But is there any 
quality wood?

Recycling the dead trees in SE 
Michigan’s communities could 

produce 

4.7 million
board feet of lumber

each year, or enough wood to build

362
average-sized homes.

Most treat this wood as waste.

EAB only boosted tree removals by 

~10%
We have an ongoing wood residue 

problem.  



Wood 
Disposal 
Yards

• Early EAB response: 
eight yards opened to 
contain affected wood

• Most wood used as 
biomass fuel

• More opportunities:

• SE Michigan’s  
~1100 wood yards

• Recover only 30%

• Currently $40M 
industry



Community 
wood use 
projects

Equipment 
purchases 

at small 
businesses

Public-private 
partnership 

development

Woodworking 
art exhibits

How can we show higher value uses?



Ann Arbor District Library

as featured in

“Up From Ashes”



Help industry & cities:
• Understand wood value 
• Learn new skills 
• Improve business 

practices
• Network

Since 2004:
• 41 full days of workshops
• 175 participants
• Over 275 trees removed

Training 
Programs





• Learn about wood energy options, view resources 

• See report of 2,000 potential sites for wood energy 

• Use calculator to estimate savings at your site

• Coming soon: reports from local assessments





Wood Utilization Challenges
• Location

• Wood industry slowdown / poor ash markets

• Inefficient scale / inconsistent supply

• Short timelines for tree removals

• Transportation

• Lack of support from industry and communities

Where we are…



• Niche, NOT commodity

• Log buyers are rare

• Add value when possible  

• Sell the story and character

• Create local markets

• Go green

Market Realities



Best value: Address community needs

Plan will differ depending on products:
Lower Value

Firewood

Mulch

Compost

Biomass fuel

Higher Value

Railroad ties

Landscape timbers

Rough-sawn lumber

(truck sideboards, 
trail borders, 
barricades, etc.)

Highest Value

Artistic pieces

Planed lumber

Finished products

(flooring, paneling, 
furniture, etc.)

High volumes used

Plenty of resource

Low processing/skill

Lower value

Low volumes used

More limited resource

High processing/skill

Higher value



Wood Utilization Benefits
• Lowered disposal costs

• Affordable (free?) wood products

• New public-private partnerships

• “Full-circle” urban forestry

• Resource stewardship

• Carbon-smart

• Positive story for public



One success story:

City of Monroe



• Tri-state urban wood marketing plan
• Large-scale urban wood use demo
• Cost-benefit and life-cycle analyses 
• Pellet fuels workshops
• New firewood debarking system
• Public wood boiler installation

Where we are going…





These projects are made possible by generous 
grants and significant technical support from

Wood Education 
& Resource Center
Northeastern Area 

Rural Development Through 
Forestry Program

Economic Action Program

Federal State 
Marketing 
Improvement Program


