
        

Who’s Pitching, Batting and Catching: How Different Agencies Can Help  

Panel Discussion:  

Stephen Knight, Illinois State Plant Health Director 

Steve Katovich, Forest Entomologist, USDA Forest Service Northeastern Area State & Private Forestry, St. 

Paul Field Office  

William Hublick, County Agent, Professor & County Extension Department Head, Rutgers University 

Cooperative Extension 

 Philip Marshall, Division Director, Division of Entomology & Plant Pathology, Indiana Department of 

Natural Resources 

Stephen Knight: Federal Role – What Can You Expect from APHIS? 

#1  

Intro 

Been down this road for a number of years now in IL 

Will use EAB model as a platform for discussion. 

#2 

June ’06, Kane Co. 

APHIS position: survey, regulate, outreach 

Working with IL Dept of Ag 

#3 

May ’07, Cook Co. 

Regulatory, Support IDA in mgt, promote tech transfer 

#4 

Aug ’07, Morton Arboretum 



Maintain interstate EAB regulation 

Support IDA & municipalities in EAB mgt 

Promote tech transfer 

#5 

June ’08, Chicago 

Prevent/Reduce interstate movement 

Support IDA/Chicago & municipalities 

Promote tech transfer & outreach 

#6 

Aug ’08, Deerfield 

ALB re-found 

Collaborate with IDA in rapid response survey, site/residential/commercial visits 

Info sharing regarding life cycle, host, characteristics 

ALB reporting Hot Line – still in effect, not many calls 

#7 

What can you expect from APHIS? 

3 Cs:  

Consistency 

Cooperation 

Communication 

#8 

Consistency – regardless of pest, response is same 

#9 

Cooperation 

Resource sharing – MOUs with Forest Service, Homeland Security, others 



Funding – cooperative  agreements 

#10 

Communication 

Again, response is the same 

#11 

4th C: Conclusion 

Looking for partner to hand off to, not walking away. 

 

Steve Katovich – Role of Forest Service 

#1 

Organizational structure of USDA Forest Service 

Part of USDA 

Sister agency to APHIS 

Three groups: National Forest Service, Forest Research, State & Private Forestry 

NFS: land managers on the National Forests, most visible. Doing work on the ground, largest part of the 

Forest Service. Involved in invasives only when they’re occurring on their properties. 

Forest Research: large group, supporting research in a variety of areas. Active role in working with 

invasives, from gypsy moth on. Unit working on EAB in East Lansing, close to original EAB discovery site. 

S&PF: trying to influence forestry activities on state, county, private lands. 

#2 

Role of S&PF 

Tech & financial assistance to states and private organizations through Forest health protection, urban, 

stewardship & landowner assistance, products utilization & marketing (Wood Education & Resource 

Center), encourage utilization of urban debris 

#3 

FH Protection 

Covers 7 Midwest states 



Specialists in many areas to provide help to state/county/private 

Lots of publications for public & professionals to use 

#4 

Also help on federal land 

WI: money comes to us, goes to WI DNR, Ag, then to communities. 

 

Bill Hublick – The Role of Cooperative Extension in Education & Management of invasive Species 

#1 

Intro 

#2 

Coop extension throughout country, almost every county 

eXtension internet portal – 24/7 access to information 

94k+ master gardeners nationwide 

#3 

Not your grandfather’s coop ext 

Lots of work in NJ on ALB; hit his county early on. 

Rapid response to issues 

DVDs on ALB in cooperation with FS, Sudden Oak Death. 

Weekly columns in local papers, brings web traffic in 

TV, radio, papers help with public education 

#4 

What have we done in re invasive education in NJ? 

Stages of public meetings to get people to understand problem. 

Webtrends data to track locations of ALB finds. 

 



#5 

Relation with many partners, Farm Bureau, master gardeners, etc 

Network important, because people know each other 

#6 

20k calls a year in his county, partnerships valuable. 

Training on local basis helps. 

Many different invasives they’re dealing with: mile-a-minute weed, purple loose-strife 

#7 

DVDs available 

#8 

Photo 

How to deal with ALB problems 

Many trees went to Coventa Energy 

#9-10 

Research 

Mile-a-minute weed weevil, 90% effective 

#11-12 

What they do: 

Train kids, they train parents. 1-week camp on IDing plants & insects; GPS, best plants for landscapes. 

Kids do commercial for PBS at end of week. 

#13 

Positive Action is key 

Looking for behavioral change – follow-up surveys to check 

#14-16 

Extension empowers diverse groups of people to keep watch for invasive pests. 

 



#17 

Demos & Programs on Open Space mgt to reduce invasives 

#18-28 

Websites, program photos 

If Plants Could Talk PBS show 

 

Phil Marshall – IN DNR 

IN EAB quarantine map 

Exotic invasives go to Dept of Ag in most states. 

IN now has Ag, but it’s non-regulatory; forestry has regulatory authority 

Next you deal with DNR. 

Landowner/industry will work with FS more than APHIS. APHIS is shorter term, FS comes in after. 

Role is largely information/education, survey under regulatory side (master gardeners, state, federal 

staff), 

Responsible for eradication efforts as well, includes kudzu, purple loosestrife 

Run eradication program, had responsibility but not staff for EAB. 

State agency is link between fed funds and county/local needs 

Sometimes requires matching funds/”in-kind”  

Needs to stay alert to what pests may be coming down the line. 

3 of the “big 4” –gypsy moth, sudden oak death, EAB, no HWA 

Have Sirex, no ALB, concerned about 1,000k Canker on Black Walnut – walnut valuable tree in IN; 3 

“cousins” to EAB that hit oak, #1 tree in IN 

Often state leading, because they have the power & authority to do it. 

 

 

 



Questions for the Panel: 

Q: APHIS, talked about consistency: what’s status of draft quarantine on sirex? 

A: Still pending. Looking at research & information, economic impact, still trying to decide best 

approach. Don’t know exactly what status is. 

 

Q: GM found a couple years ago, talked to state, but…  

Good info on-line from Forest Service, do you have ability to answer questions or should it be better 

done through state? 

A: Steve Katovich: advice might be to talk to state, but we can help direct to right person. We’re always 

willing to talk to people, though we may redirect to state. Might also call extension office. 

 

Q: To Bill Hlubik: Federal allocation to extension was flat or decreasing last time I checked. What’s your 

general perception of how extension’s doing? 

A: Looking for additional sponsorships in local area, finding other ways to make up for budget; county 

governments are helping as well. Does lots of negotiation to keep funding level. Write grants to share 

with other departments such as entomology. 

 

Q: To Steve Katovich: How do you work with universities to share funds? 

A: Funding comes in for new introduction, APHIS looks to OTIS to carry on dialogue with FS. Looking for 

research to hit a “critical mass”, then hands over to FS 

FS does a lot of research; or sponsors work at universities. If you have any ideas for research, talk to the 

university system and see who’s doing what kind of work. Or call NA, we’ll help you find out who’s doing 

what kind of work and help you connect. 

 

Q: Doesn’t funding correlate to administration priorities? 

A: Steve Katovich: I’m just a lowly entomologist….How much money is available is politically determined 

in some ways. Talk to politicians to increase resources. Can’t get into what administrations do more or 

less, but encourage you to talk to local reps to make them aware. 

 


