Forest Legacy Administrative Funds Grant Narrative

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 of  FORMDROPDOWN 

Fiscal Year 2011

Description:

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 will use the grant funds to administer the Federal Forest Legacy Program (FLP) under the State Grant Option.  The funds will be used to contract specific acquisition activities and/or provide a portion of the salary and fringe benefits for employee(s) involved in the day-to-day administration of the program, including but not limited to:
1. Managing, evaluating and updating the State FLP.
2. Promoting the FLP.

3. Partnering with governmental, non-governmental organizations, and private landowners.

4. Compiling Forest Legacy applications and prioritizing those applications with the State Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee (SFSCC) input.
5. Assuring that proposed projects are FLP eligible according to the FLP law and guidelines, and are in accordance with State FLP purposes as defined in the State Assessment and Strategy documents.
6. Coordinating acquisition activities including negotiations, obtaining appraisals, surveys, and title insurance for funded and potential FLP projects.

7. Coordinating project management within State government and with the State Stewardship Coordinating Committee, Forest Service and other organizations.
8. Planning for the long-term conservation integrity of lands or interests in lands that are entered into the Forest Legacy Program; including the establishment of State policy related to long-term conservation easement stewardship (monitoring.)
9. Participating in technical training courses or seminars related to forest land protection and participation in Forest Legacy meetings.   An expectation of providing FLP administrative funds through this grant is that a State FLP coordinator or designee is to participate in the Forest Legacy Area-wide meeting.
10. Record keeping.
Federal Role:

The Forest Legacy Program (FLP) was authorized under the 1990 Farm Bill (PL 101-624) to conserve and protect important forest areas threatened by conversion to non-forest uses.  The Forest Service collaborating with states to administer the program help to implement the Northeastern Area Strategic Plan for 2008 - 2012 which calls for conserving the biological diversity of important forest land at risk of conversion and fragmentation, (Strategic Objective 1A). Through the Forest Legacy Program, the Federal government helps State and local governments look beyond their political boundaries to identify important forests.  Further, the program offers a means to protect these forests as well.  
Accomplishment

Accomplishment will be successful administration of the State’s Forest Legacy Program (FLP.)   Administration activities include:

· planning, evaluating, updating and amending the State FLP;
· accepting and prioritizing Forest Legacy applications, and;
· coordinating specific land or interest in land acquisition tasks;
· reporting Forest Legacy accomplishments;
· planning for management and monitoring of FLP lands or interests in lands.

Methodology and Timetable for Program administration

Evaluate, Update or Amend the  FORMDROPDOWN 
 FLP:

List any activities planned to Update or Amend the Assessment and Strategy documents if applicable.
Public Information:

List any activities planned for public awareness of the Forest Legacy Program.
Project development and acquisition:

	 FORMDROPDOWN 
 will continue to work with the State Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee (SFSCC)/Forest Legacy Committee to review and applications for protection under the FLP.

	Call for and prioritize project nominations/applications 
	Month/Year

	SFSCC approval of nominations/applications 
	Month/Year

	Consult with the SFSCC when in the course of acquiring lands and/or interests in lands, a project changes.
	Ongoing


	Coordinate the acquisition of lands or interests in lands within the State acquisition organization or other organizations or through contracts, for in-progress projects including:

	a. Coordinate negotiations/easement drafting (Assure negotiation instructions that take into account the purpose of the  FORMDROPDOWN 
 FLP as well as any direction set forth in the State-wide Assessment & Strategy documents, are provided to the key negotiator,)
	Month/Year


	b. Document the  FORMDROPDOWN 
 determination, made in consultation with the Forest Service, whether the extinguishment of mineral rights is necessary to protect the forest values, or whether reserved areas or any area that is not compliant with the FLP may be part of the lands or interests in lands that are acquired through the FLP.
	Month/Year

	c. Ensure landowner is notified in writing that eminent domain will not be used if amicable negotiations do not result in an agreed upon price.
	Month/Year

	d. Appraisal:  Assure any appraiser or review appraiser who will be conducting appraisal work on Forest Legacy projects meet the qualifications outlined in the Forest Legacy Implementation Guidelines June 30, 2003, Appendix H.
	Ongoing

	e. Assure for all FLP projects, the appraiser and review appraiser engage in an initial consultation before the project appraisal takes place.  The review appraiser will develop project specific appraisal instructions for the appraiser as a result of this consultation.
	Month/Year

	f. Require that the appraisal for Forest Legacy projects conform to the most current version of the Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions (UASFLA).  Obtain a Qualified Review Appraisers Report that attests to Federal Acquisition Appraisal Standard Conformance, and require the appraisal format be in accordance with the “Recommended Format for Federal Appraisal Reports”, which can be found in Appendix B of the UASFLA.
	Month/Year

	g. Assure title is free and unencumbered and/or that title insurance is secured in the name of  FORMDROPDOWN 
.  Any encumbrance to the title must be deemed by  FORMDROPDOWN 
 as not affecting the purpose for which the lands or interests in land is being acquired.
	Month/Year


	h. Coordinate the preparation of a Forest Stewardship Plan or multi-resource management plan by the Landowner, and the Stewardship Plan approval by the State Forester or her/his designee for all FLP conservation easement acquisitions.
	Month/Year

	i. Coordinate preparation of a Baseline Documentation Report for all FLP conservation easement acquisitions prior to the project closing. 
	Month/Year

	j. Prepare a monitoring plan for each tract of land that enters the FLP through a conservation easement or other interests in lands.  Plans should include a proposed funding source to cover the monitoring and enforcement of the conservation easement. (FLP funds may not be used for the management or monitoring of tracts).
	Month/Year


	Program coordination

	Report accomplishments within 10 days of completion in the Forest Legacy Information System (FLIS).
	Ongoing

	Coordinate the monitoring of FLP conservation easements to occur periodically, but not less than annually.  (FLP funds may not be used for the management or monitoring of tracts; however, up to five years of monitoring may be used as cost share).
	Month/Year

	Participate in partner meetings.
	Ongoing

	Acquire equipment as necessary to administer the State FLP.

List any planned equipment purchases.
	Ongoing


Detailed Budget information:
	
	Federal Funds
	Nonfederal Funds

	Salary/personnel/fringe benefits

	     
	     

	Overhead (office services)
	     
	     

	Instate travel including mileage
	     
	     

	Travel (estimated for training sessions and FLP Area-wide and National meeting)
	     
	     

	Equipment


	     
	     

	Contracts (for appraisal, title search, survey, etc.)
	     
	     

	Total Estimated Costs


	0 FORMTEXT 

$0.00


	0 FORMTEXT 

$0.00



