
Mayor Daley’s GreenStreets Program 
USDA Forest Service  
Northeastern Area  
State and Private Forestry  
Bringing Forestry to People Through Collaborative Stewardship 
 
Description: For the past fourteen years, the Chicago GreenStreets Program has been helping t
revitalize run-down neighborhoods and enhance public open space, improving the urban environ
residents, businesses, and visitors. Chicago is a nationally recognized leader in the movement to 
planting and landscaping to help reduce noise, air pollution, and summer heat. The GreenStreets
assists the Illinois Department of Transportation with its tree-planting program, and helps restore
neighborhoods devastated by the Asian longhorned beetle. 
 
Key Issues:  
 
• Reforesting Chicago neighborhoods devastated by the Asian longhorned beetle (ALB). 
• Continue efforts to reduce the urban heat island effect, reduce air and noise pollution. 
• Protecting trees from road salt by seasonally reducing motor vehicle speed limits.  
• Revitalizing neighborhoods through tree planting and community action. 
 
Accomplishments: 
 
Tree Planting –These federal funds plus the local match has enabled GreenStreets to plant appro
2.5 to 3.5 inch balled and burlapped trees on arterial streets with little or no green space. Two-thi
received a mycorrhizal inoculation and a water polymer application. Streets included North Ashl
Irving Park Road, 76 Street and Yale, 67 Street and Cottage Grove, Hamlin and Van Buren, Full
and Warren Blvd. In addition, GreenStreets continued planting trees in Pilsen, a Chicago neighb
until 5 years ago had little to no greenery. Future plantings (900+) will reduce summer air tempe
improve air quality, reduce air pollution, suppress and mask noise, and beautify the urban landsc
 
Asian Longhorned Beetle -- More than 1,500 trees have been removed in the ALB Quarantine 
2,309 parkway trees and 334 private trees have been planted. A total of 247 property owners hav
by the ALB infestation.  
 
Salt Mitigation Strategy – Each winter, the city lowers motor vehicle speed limits to reduce the
spray that affects adjacent street trees. Studies are underway to determine the effectiveness of thi
 
Budget History: 
 

Mayor Daley’s Green Streets Program 
($ Thousands) 

  FY 2001  FY 2002  FY 2003 FY 2004 
Totals $200 $75 $497 $198 

Future Direction: 
      Continue to reforest Chicago neighborhoods devastated by the Asian longhorned beetle. 
• Continue planting trees on Chicago’s parkways, expressways, and schools. 
• Employ new municipal forest management technology and share the results with oth

foresters and municipal managers. 
  
Kathryn Maloney, Director  Robin Morgan, Asst. Director   Tom Dilley, Chicago Coordi
11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200  11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200   1033 University Place Suite 
Newtown Square, PA 19073  Newtown Square, PA  19073   Evanston, Illinois  
610-557-4103 (4177-FAX)  610-557-4124 (4177-FAX)   847 866 9311 x 14 (9506-FA
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