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White pine needle damage rebounding across much of 
Northeast, eastern Canada 
 
Needles on some eastern white pines across much of New England, New York and eastern Canada are 
turning yellow and brown again, indicating the renewed presence of disease. 
 
Forest health managers are concerned about the amount of damage these fungi can cause to the 
eastern white pine, an important tree species across the region.  
 
Three fungi appear to be the culprits. They include Mycosphaerella dearnessii, Canavirgella banfieldii 
and Bifusella linearis. 
 
The infected needles started to change color in May and they are expected to fall off by early July.  
 
Pines typically hold two or more years’ worth of needles. Current year needles appear at the end of the 
branch. The needle damage caused by the fungi affects last year’s needles, in the middle of the branch. 
Diseased needles will turn yellowish brown and then fall off, resulting in trees with thin crowns. 
 
“It showed up suddenly over Memorial Day weekend,” said Vermont Forest Health Program Manager 
Barbara Burns. “It’s widespread. Wherever we find white pine trees, we see evidence of the needle 
damage.  
 
New Hampshire Forest Health Program Manager Kyle Lombard agreed. “We’ve been getting a few calls 
about it. It’s another stressor that harms trees. They take on sort of a rusty red haze. So far I’ve seen it 
everywhere from the lakes region south. We haven’t checked north of there yet.” 
 
“The Forest Service is working with State Departments of Forestry in northern New England to assess 
the impact of damage on tree growth,” said Isabel Munck, a US Forest Service pathologist. 
 
The summer of 2010 was the first time in recent years that pines in this area showed so much needle 
damage. The same group of fungi caused that outbreak. A succession of moist springs caused the fungi 
to be more prevalent in the last few years.  
 
The eastern white pine ranges across much of eastern North America as far south as Georgia. 
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On the Net: http://na.fs.fed.us/pubs/palerts/white_pine/eastern_white_pine.pdf 
Photos: https://plus.google.com/u/0/photos/111797591436986167739/albums/5751693973490240961 
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